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From the . Reverend Mr. Joſiah Smith Mi- 
. #iſter of the Goſpel in Charlestown, South- 
Cooper in Boſton, New-England.” 7 


om the Pennſylvania Journal. | 
e potter ho Sihl fn. 04 off Beders) 284512 
ho and har Sher nt ond 17 won = ed { 030 bar: 
Aving lately, to my great Satisfaction, viſited the 
| phan-houſe in Georgia, I believe it will not be 
iſagreeable to you to have my Sentiments of it 
0 | thus ns 4 — to _— ee LA. i869 
I can ſecurely refer you for Parficulars to the Letter your 
Son William wrote Ten ſrom Betbeſda, Jan. 1. 174152 
which was printed in the Boſton Gazette, April 23. 1/42, as 
a fair and impartial Repreſentation of Things as they ſtood 
then; nor have we obſerv'd any material Alterations ſince, 
fave only that their Namber is ſomewhat diminiſhed, by 
being put to Flight when the Colony was invaded, and their 
diſcharging ſome hired white Servants, who too much in- 
creas'd their Expences.—1 an... wears pleas'd with 
the Situation = admirable Contfivance of the Hoaſe, with 
the many Accommodations within, and Improvements with» 
out: But it really requires ſome Maſter of Deſcription, and 
much ſtronger Language than mine, to convey a full Idea 
of the Oeconomy and religious Rules and Government of 
the Family Tt conſiſts at preſent of 72 Perſons; The 
Gentleman who. ſuperintends the ſecular Affairs of it ſeems 
excellently e for his Province, and ſpares no Pai 
or Fatigue in his Management orProyifion ; animated wi 
a Senſe of Duty, and inſpired wi:h a Principle of true Chri- 
lian Charity. The other Gentleman, who officiates as 
| | A 2 Preacher, 


— 


| „ 
„eee 


Son; which he brought on the Sabbath Evening following 


* 


% 


Preacher, and has the religious Concerns of the Houſe pe- 
culiarly committed to him, is, I think, à moſt ſerious and 


ſpiritual Man, much experienced in the Divine Life, and 


dious to promote it in others; and the happy Fruits of 


bis Care, Diligence, and feryent, Prayers; are undeniably 


viſible, eſpecially. in ſome late Awaknings among them 
J ſpeak it without Prejudice, I never to my Knowledge, 


min any Society whatever, have ſeen more of the Face of 


Religion. Order, Decorum, and Regularity reign here. 
—— Solemn Devotion, and ſocial Harmony, ate Fwoot 
its great Beauties, —-+ Theſe, with the pleaſing Appearances 
of Health and Contentment, wauld tempt me to ſpend my 


whole Life among them, did not Providence and Duty 


point me out another Courſe. | 


4 — * 


I know, dear Sir, ſome among you hive repreſented 
our dear Mr. Whitefield as an importunate Beggar : ——— 
In this they have unwarily done him Honour; for who can 
be too importunate in begging for an Howſe of Mercy? 
Such this has been to the Souls and Bodies of many already ; 
and, ſince IJ have ſeen it, I think it my Duty to turn Beggar 
too, and upon this Occaſion: to recommend it to Chriſtians 
of every Denomination, as one Object of their Care and 
Charity. This, I'm ſure, is to viſit the Fatherleſs in 
their Affliction. —. This makes us Eyes to the Blind, and 
Feet to the Lame. Nor do I call him a Chriſtian, Who 
eats his Morſel alone, and is not glad of every ſuch Oppor- 
tunity to honour the Lord with his Subſtance. Not to be 
further tedious, I can heartily recommend this Houſe, as a 
Seminary of true Piety and good Order; and am not with- 
out Hopes, that Providence is here laying the Foundation 
of human Literature alſo, and that Poſterity, if not we our- 
ſelves, will ſee an Academy ariſe in Georgia out of an Or- 


Pban-houſe. With my beſt Wiſhes for its Proſperity, 1 con- 


clude, Reverend Sir, 
£ Your unworthy Brother 
1G in the Goſp el, 
13412 JOSIAH SMITH, 


- ——_— — 
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' N Tueſday Morning, about a Quarter 'of an Hour 
after Twelve, (October 4 1743.) the Wife of the 
Reverend Mr. Whitefield was brought to Bed of a 


ry 
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Manner, both for the Child - and 


© ew ann 8 


% . 
8 


to be baptir d at the Tabernacle, being the firſt Infant that 
was baptiz d there. The Congregation was Joy, nym 
ret 


rous, and many Tears were ſhed, and much of the 


of God felt, whilſt Mr.Whizefield gave an Account of ſome 
Promiſes that had been given him concerning the Child; 
which had hitherto been fulfilled to à Tittle. After he 
had baptiz d it in the Name of the FaTazx, Son and 


Horr Ghost, he held the Child in his Arms, and in the 


moſt awful Manner diſclaimed all Right and Title to it, and 
ve it wholly to JESUS CHRIST, and bleſſed it ſolemn- 
Fin his Great Nax, to which all the People gave an hearty 


AMEN, like that which was uſed to be among the primi- 
| the foll 


tive Chriſtians. —- Immediately after this, owing 
Lines were ſung by the D news gg the moſt hearty 
arents. 3 


* 


e eee r S TY} 39. hs NA 
(POOR * Babe ! Dear little Child! gn 
* JOHN be thy Name, thy Nature mild; 5 
Great may ſt thow be in Ixsu's Sight, 1 

A Babe in whom He takes Delight. | 


Be thow made holy from the Womb, 
By Him -who ſav'd thee from the Tomb ;. 
In Jtsv's Arms ſtill may ſt thou reſt, 
While ſucking at thy Mother's Breaſt, 


ee * 
Bleſt be the Parents with the Son ! 


r 


Bleſt be the God that gave you one! 


We'll magnify the LoxD with yo. 0 00 4 bn 
Share in your Joy, we're ſure we (ſ̃o6. 
eE 14 4 5 Noni . 3 


O may — both be taught of GOD, 

To teach this Child his Saviour's Blood: 
That Thouſands in'your Bliſs may ſhare, 
In anſwer to united pray r. 


"And 


e Alluding to the remarkable Deliverance that his Father and 
Mother had ſome few Reels before bis Mother avas deliver'd, as 
He and her Husband were riding in a Chaiſe, they were throws 
into a Ditch full Tex Toot deep, nnd received no Harm. 
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{nd may the Lan, your Mask, trans Wha pu 

Grace, that jau may never want 
A:Child to before. his Face, . 2 r . 
To preach his Love, this Sov reign Gate! 8 


: 1 this che Congregation join · d in 8 — and 
hed and 5 away rejoicing for all that they 
had een eee bero God nen r 


— — 


Tie Go 4 Edt” rom M. N 
ta nine, 10 #he «Mr. Whitcficld, 


Rev. Sir, Arx. 30. 1743. . 
nay People in theſe Parts W hs glad = hear you. 
M everal * read your Sermons, and like them very 
well. One of my Friends befote came down inthe 
Country was much againſt the Merbodiſts, but is now become 
a Fool for CHRIS T's Sake. We now have a Society at his 


Houſe. One who has been almoſt in Deſpair, has been, I 


truſt, truly brought home to God by reading one of your 


Sermons; he now labours hard, and thinks nothing too 
dear to part with for Chriſt's Sake. Many would gladly 
Join with us, but fear the Ridicule of the World. — Many, 
that were doubting about the Doctrine of Election, came to 
me to ask Advice; I referred them to the Scripture, eſpeci⸗ 
ally the Eighth and Ninth Chapters to the Romans, and the 
Seventeenth Chapter of John, —_— them ask of God for 


[| - Further Inſtructions. One Perſon, Who; 1 believe, is nem 


. Years of Age, told me that he had been ſeeking the 
. of God ever ſince he was Fifteen, and never 
where to place his Hopes, till I had helped him 

— — of your Sermons, though he had a apply d to many 
Clergymen ;-— he thought hemuſt do ſomething toward his 
Salvation, but could not tell what; he has always been dili- 
gent in the Uſe of Means, and truſted too much in them, 
thinking to be accepted for his Work's Sake; he is a Man of 
od Learning and great Senſe.— I am now going to teach 
chool among the Colliers at a Place called Norton, in hopes 
of making ſome Reformation among their Children. I go 


With a willing Mind Il deg a few Lines of Inſtruction re- 
Being to what I have writ. FIG Sir, your humble Ser- 


66 -. 


* ; VV omen 113 — 
e | Teach 


Teach him yet more of thy bleſt Ways, | 
'F as We'd. LAMB pf GOD): ? de 14 3 7 TEE . 
And fix and root him in thy Grace, f ' 
So dearly bought with Blood. 


© tell him often of each Wound, © EM | oy |? 
2. Gf revry Santas Palms. 7... © 
And let his Heart with Joy confeſs, oat 
From thence comes all kis Gain. Oe 
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From the Reverend Mr. Hammond, to the 
Rev. My. Whitchield, 1 e 


Dear Sir, . te _ Shelford,, Sept. 9. 1743. 
Suppoſe you will think me negligent in AR». to 
you ſooner ; but what ſhallI fay ? the more you know 
of me, the leſSyou will wonder at me. The Evening 

after I aw you I came ſafe to Cambridge. The Coach was 

o but by the Providence of God the Paſſengers 

were all got out ſome Minutes before. 

The Lord proſpers me here beyond Expectation. The 

Door opens wider and wider; I am indu'd with uncommen 

Courage, and ſometimes think myſelf in Danger of being 

lifted up. I have preached conſtantly at Barnwell juſt by 

Cambridge ; only laſt Week I was at Ditton and Fulbarn; 

and Yeſterday I came hither,. and ſpoke in the Lord's Name. 

Tam to preach here again this Evening. To-morrow I go 

to Cam 7 Will you come down and: help us? What © 

ſay you? If you will, now is your Time. Many wil 

be glad to ſee you, and I believe you will meet with a fa- 
vourable Reception. We have thought of taking a Place 
in the Town which was built for a Play-houſe; it is large 
and commodious, and the Rent is Seven Pounds fer annum. 

This Point is now in Agitation, and our Friends are ve 

forward for it. We purpoſe hiring it for one Vear: Will 

any of your Preachers ſupply it in my Ahſence; i e. While 

I am at Oulney, where I have engaged to be ſome Time this 

Month or next? Will it be nec tochave the Place li- 

cens d? But you had better come and ſee us. I cannot but 

think your coming here would be bleſs d. Lay it beforeths 

Lord. Remember me to all Friends Farewell. ours an 

Chriſt. WIIIaA Harnanp?! 
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Cambridge, Sept. 1 3. 1743. 

Receiv'd yours, and thank you for the Contents. Things 

o on ſweetly here. I have been much exalted by our 

ear Saviour fince I have been in this Place; and much 
humbled within theſe few Days paſt. I doubt not it was 
our Saviour's Will I ſhould come here. The Students hear 
with unexpected Seriouſneſs and Attention, The Door 
opens gradually, but hopeful. I think, if Mr. Whitefield 


oor opened. I live, bleſſed be God, | 
Iam a vile Sinner, but am ſure CHRIST is My SAYI1OUR. 
Remember me to Mr. Whitefield. Write to me in Cambridge. 


Lam yours, in the Bowels of the tender-hearted and loving 


JeSvs, © 


WIITIIAu Hammond. | 


Frome ror ao). > 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

AY. = * 


Am not to write much concerning the foregoing Let- 
ters, but Obſervations that ariſe on reading them; 
and which therefore if you read, you ought firſt 
to read the Letters; And therefore what fol- 
lows is fit for a Poſtſcript, and not for a Preface. -I 

have ſeveral Times been obliged to paſs over a Pre- 

face till J read the Book, without which the Preface coul 
not be underſtood. If I had call d this a Preface and place 


it firſt, yet you ought to have read it laſt, and ſo made it 


a Poſtſcript; and I preſent it to you in the Order you ought 
to read it, and therefore under its proper Name. 
. Theſe Letters, making ſome Pages of the London Weekly 
Hiſtory, were ſent detached from the reſt ſome Days ſince by 
certain very honeſt Men at London to a Friend or two of theirs 
in this Town of Edinburgh, and for the Entertainment only 


of | theſe Friends, and ſuch as they might ſhew them to. 


But they are reprinted here, to undeceive honeſt People, 


whom with unwearied Eagerneſs ſome ſtrive to impoſe upon 


eoncerning the bleſs d Revival of real Chriſtianity in Britain, 
and the Britiſhß Dominions; and for that End, concerning 


Mx. Whitefield an eminent Inſtrument of the Lord in that 
"I. glorious Work. | 


Let 


- WT 


'ould come here, there would be a great and effectual 
ecauſe Chriſt lives. 
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Let me vindicate the * for the Work's Sake, and be- 
"cauſe he is injur d; and the Work for its own Sake, for the 
Gloty of the Lord, and for the Sake of your Soul. Vet 1 
am not at preſent to attempt to vindicate either that happy 
Work or him at large, but to confine myſelf to what ariſes 
from theſe Letters, the reading whereof put it in my Mind, 
and was the Occaſion of inclining me to write, when I- 
Was very far from having any ſuch Intention. But I may 
go ſomething farther, if, in writing of theſe, any Oppor- 
tunity offers of ſetting in a clear Light ſome Things that 
ſeem to have been miſtaken concerning that joyful Revi- 
val, or to ſet ſome ſeaſonable Truths and Duties before 
Peoples Eyes. May they be ſet home on their Hearts and 
Conſciences 1 '  -— 

May the Lord keep me from the Sin of Job's three Friends, 
who tho” they ſeem to have been at Bottom honeſt Men, 
and much acquainted with ſuch Matters, and to have had 

a Concern for the Glory of God, yet his Wrath was kindled 
- againſt them, becauſe they had not ſpoken of him the Thing 
that is right, as his Servant Fob had, Job xlu. 7. Right in 
Matter, and right in the Manner | An awful Scripture, and 
which ſhould never be off the Heart of every ong artemp- 
ting in publick or private to write or ſpeak of God, and 
the Things of God. And fince Writers and Speakers are 
liable to this, ſo muſt Readers and Hearers be, if they do 
not obſerve and judge, receive or refuſe; what is wrote 
or ſpoken, as it is right or wrong. The Awe of God, the 
Love of God and our Neighbour, and juſt Care of our- 
ſelves, do. neceſſarily require this. O that the Lord may 
ive me to write, and you to read, with the juſt lively 
mpreſſion of this on our Heart? N 18 

It is a ſtrong and prevailing Prejudice againſt any Worx 
whatſoever, that a remarkable 1 ent in it is a Knave, 
or a Fool, or a brain- fick Perſon. And for that Reaſon great 
Pains have been taken to make Mr. Whitefield: paſs for a 
Cheat, who, under the Pretext of Zeal for Faith and Cha- 

rity, rook'd well-meaning People of their Money for his 
. own private Advantage; or that he was a ſilly 8 
Fellow, and a Biggot or an Enthuſiaſt. His worthy Brethren, 
Whom in this Country the Lord employed in this bleſſed 
Revival of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, have not eſcaped the 
other Reproaches ; but, ſo far as I know, that of hypocti= 
. ucally. tricking for Maney is reſerved to Mr. Whitefield alone. 
It was at firſt afſerted with great Confidence, That thete 
Was. no ſuch Place as the Orphenckinſe in Georgia for whieht 


S My 4 


mm 


* — 
he collected Money: And Evidence for this was pretended, 


which ſoon appeared to be falſe Evidence, and the Lie was 
too groſs to laſt long. + | | , 

Then it was as confidently affirmed; That this Settlemetit 
was a poor mean Thing, almoſt deſerted, and that never 
could come to fignify for any valuable Purpoſe. The Evi- 
dence for this was as naughty as that which had been pre- 


tended for the other. And the Evidence brought before | 

one of the Houſes of Parliament, in a Complaint of ſome | 

- Georgians, ſhewed that this and the Saltzburg Settlement 
were by far the beſt of that Colony, and better cultivated 


than any other in it: Yet ſtill this Untruth continued in 
. Whiſpers, when it could no longer be openly proclaimed. 


For the ſhorteſt Way to prove that Mr. Whitefield did not ; 


apply his Collections to the Orphan-houſe, was to ſhew that 
there was no ſuch Place, or that it was not ſach a Settle- 


ment whereon ſuch Sums had been, or could, or ought to 
be beſtowed. f 


- Georgia was invaded by the Spainiards, and thoſe at the 
- Orphan-houſe (which is called Betheſda) retir'd for their Safe- | 
ty to the next Britiſh Province, South-Carolina. Then — Tis 
Pullen no more to riſe-— cried thoſe who had never allow'd | 
it to have ſtood. And tho now it is certain that the Place 
was ſoon returned unto by its former Inhabitants, and is | 
again flouriſhing, they either deny it, or ſpeak of it with | 


' Doubtfulneſs (not indeed with Fears) and throw out Su- 
fpicions and little trifling Objections. | 
The Correſpondence between Scotland and the Southern 


"Britiſh Plantations does not at preſent in any Scots Place, that 


1 know of, afford Witneſſes who ſince the Orphans return'd 
have been in Georgia; but ſuch have been at London, and 
Letters by Eye-witneſſes from theſe Countries, and from 
. Betheſda itſelf, which ſhew the Falſhood of the Invectives 
- publickly talked, or more covertly ſurmiſed againſt it here. 


Such is the firſt of the foregoing Letters from Mr. Joſiah 
Smith Miniſter of the Capital of the next Colony, Charles- 


toun in Sonth- Carolina, to Mr. Cooper Miniſter of Boſton in 
New-England; and the Characters of both are publickly 
known to be too good for the one to write and the o- 
ther to entertain a Lie, which in thoſe Places muſt have 
been known by almoſt every Body to be a Lie, if it had 
indeed been one. 12 . 3 
The Letter is recent the 5th of June laſt, and was wrote 

by Mr. Smith ſoon after he had been at Betheſda; and there- 
fore it is as proper a Voucher of the MER IP and 
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State of it as could well be expected in this Co I- 
was quickly printed in Pennſylvania one of the beſt and 
moſt populous of the Britiſh Plantations, and the Place in 
the World where the 2 Latitude is allowed to the o- 
pen unreſtrained Profeſſion and Practice of different Reli- 

10ns (not excluding even Neiſm) and therefore it would be 
he worlt choſen Place in the World in which to publiſh + 
a religious Lie: And very lately it was printed and publi- 
ſhed at London, | 

The Account this Letter gives of the Orphan-houſe can- 
not but delight the Heart of a true Chriſtian, and of every 


Perſon of Humanity. How well is it contrived, how ex- 


N e is it managed for the valuable Ends of ſuch an 
Eſtabliſhment? Whar Care is taken to render the poor young 
Ones real Chriſtians, and uſeful Members of human So- 
ciety? Can you really bear a Grudge to this happy Place 
which you have endeavoured to annihilate, if Words could 
have done it? None without Bluſhing can own it. And 
is your Spleen againſt Mr. Whitefield ſo great, that you wiſh 
the Ruin of an Eſtabliſhment ſo worthy, becauſe he has 
been the Inſtrument of projecting, founding and carrying 
it on to the Pitch it is arrived at? What he has done is 
ſo good, that he merits your Approbation, he deſerves. 
your Praiſe for it. Theſe are due to every one who does 
a Thing ſo beneficial to his Country, to Virtue, and to Re- 
ligion ; and Virtue and Religion require you to love ſuch. 
a one. Your Blame muſt therefore be great, who have la- 
boured to turn his worthy Deed to his Reproach. 0 
But on whom, I pray you, ſhould the Reproach ly, when. 
we ſee that all you have ſaid and inſinuated has been falſe, 
and that you have had ſufficient Reaſon to believe, or at 
leaſt to ſuſpect ſtrongly, that it was falſe, and yet ſhut your 
Eyes and Ears, and your Mind and Conſcience, to. that 
Reaſon, and went on frowardly, entertaining Calumnies, 
and calumniating ? If you lay to Heart the Truths of Re- 
velation, and even of common Morality, your Conſcience 
muſt in this convict you of heinous Sin. I ſpeak not juſt 
now of Mr. Whitefield as a rouſing, convincing, perſwa- 
ding, alluring and lively Preacher of our ever bleſſed Lord 
Jeſus with Succeſs uncommon in our Days: I ſpeak of him 
as the Inſtrument of this good Eſtabliſhment, which has 
been the Subject of your Slander, and which your Reaſon 
muſt wy Fo deſerves your Applauſe. But can your En- 
mity to ſuch a Preacher of the Goſpel vindicate your abu- 
nue Treatment of the e Author of ſuch a good 


— 
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| | 12 | 
Efabhſhment? If the Author of it had been a Man of the 
World, guilty, of many Vices, when any of them were 
mentioned, you would have been ready to anſwer, Ay, 
but this excellent Orphan-houſe is owing to him. You do 
the reverſe here. To Mr. Whitefield this excellent Houſe. 
is owing, Ay, but he is ſuch a Preacher of the Goſpel. 
This good Settlement, which would make you overlook 
many Vices for its Sake, cannot for the Sake of it induce: | 
ou to overlook Mr. Whitefield's great Offence, That he is 
ach a Preacher. 8 
Various Motives may incline different Sorts of People 
to this Conduct, which here I have not Room to ſpeak of 
particularly: But, whatever they be, the Conduct is very 
bad, not only on the Principles of ſincere Chriſtianity, but 
alſo by the common Rules of proceeding in the World a- 
mong all who are not abandon'd to Corruption. . 
Baut you fa * This Hoſpital was only a Pretext for 
% Whitefield hypocritically to cant People out of their 
« Money, and to make Wives rob their Husbands to give 
* to him; And how do we know that he applied it faith- 
4 fully for the Purpoſe he pretended 2 That we were poor, 
<< and that he did this in a Time of uncommon Scarcity. 
4 That it is well if we can ſupply charitable Uſes at Home. 
That his Georgian Hoſpital was at beſt but a whimſical Pro- 
« ject; — 40 a 1 in a Deſert? That the firſt Care 
in a new Colony ſhould be to get Inhabitants, and to 
«bring in and cultivate Land, and begin Commerce: But 
6 that Whitefield's was to maintain thoſe he could bring 
«* thither in Idleneſs, to be train'd and made ſubſervient 
4 to his own Enthuſiaſm.” | on a 
Ihe firſt and laſt Part of this Objection are pretty incon- 
fiſtent. An Enthuſiaſt is often a Fool, but not a Knave. A 
Hypocrite is a Knave and a Cheat, even when doing that 
which in itſelf is right; but one, really Enthuſiaſtick, is in 
earneſt and ſincere, tho' doing that which in itſelf is wrong. 
And it is true, that a Hypocrite may feign Enthuſiaſm” as 
well as found Religion, when it ſerves his Turn, If Mr. 
Mhitefteld pocketed the Money he gathered for Betheſda, 
he is a Ne Knave and a Cheat, but not an Enthu- 
faſt. If he feings Enthufiaſm, ſtill he muſt be a Knave. 
But his exceſſive Labour in preaching and praying, conver- 
fing with thoſe who flock to him for Advice and Reſolu- 
tion of their Caſes, Were and anſwering Letters, remark- 
ing and recording obſervable Providences and Operations 
pf the Holy Spirit and other Things, ſearching the Scri- 
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tures, &c. and not by Starts and Fits, but every Day of 
is Life, for a Tract of Years, in England, Scotland, and in 
America, from New-England Southwards on to Georgia in- 
cluſively, cannot be accounted for by Enavery and Hypo- 
criſy. e muſt either be a real Chriſtian, fervent in, Spi- 
rit ferving che Lord, or indeed an Enthufiaſt : And theres; 
fore he does not pocket the Money he collects for the Or- 
phan-houſe. © | fd, 300 


Next, He keeps clear exact Accounts of his Receipts and 


Depurſements for it, and they are open and patent to all; 
and" he prints them and difperſes them everywhere. If 
you have not Opportunity, or would not beſtow Time 
and Pains to examine them, that is not a ſufficient Reaſon 
for you to deny their being juſt. The moſt you can in- 
fer from it is, that it is not a ſufficient Reaſon for you to 
believe that they indeed are juſt. Vet it is a ſtrong Preſump- 
tion for it. And, if you do not fay he is a great Fool as 
yell as a Hypocrite, you cannot give a Reaſon why the 
Rogue (as you waald have him to be) printed and publi- 
fhed his Accounts VoLunTariLY. | The Contributers, and 
thoſe who were employed, or who ſold Things, for Betheſda, 
muſt, on peruſing them, have diſcovered Roguery, had it 
been in them.—And what could Mr. Whirefield ha ve done 
more to lay himſelf open to the World, which he wy 
55 * would have been glad to convict him of Dif 
hon EY. | | WILDE 
Theſe Reaſons might vindicate him from the Aſperſion 
of Pocketing, tho” his Project had failed, and that Houſes 
duilt and furniſhed, Lands brought in and cultivated, and 
proper Servants of all Kinds and Orphans entertained, were 
not extant to ſhew to every one's Eye who goes thither 
that the Money had been beſtowed on it. But the Fact is, 
that all theſe have been there, and have increaſed from 
leſs to more under diverſe Accidents retarding the Increaſe, 
from the Beginning of that Settlement till now ; and there 
are many living Witneſſes of all. Now, let an Objector of 


the greateſt Ability, Penetration and Accuracy enquire im- 
partially and ſtrictly into the Expence of ſuch Buildings, 


of bringing in and cultivating ſuch Lands, of maintaining 
and educating ſuch Numbers of People young and older for 
ſuch a Space of Time, in that Country, under ſuch Circum- 
ances, and into the Coſt of Remittances, exc. and then 
let him be particular in his Objections, and ſupport them 
with tolerable Evidence and Reaſons if he can. General 
and looſe Snarlings and May-be's are litile worth. I defire- 
ET. 6. nothing 


14 
thing for Mr. Whitefield in this Matter, but that you would 
dceed with him as Men of common Senſe and Ingenuity 
oceed with one another in ſuch Affairs. This is ſtrong 
vidence in his Behalf, and next to a Demonſtration. . 
_ But there is yet a Preſumption of Weight for Mr. White- 
feld in this Matter. He is till a poor Man, and has not 
whereupon to maintain himſelf, and lives on the 1 
of Chriſtians: And he is not expenſive. But, tho' he is ſo 


1 beer. his Orphan ine e flouriſhes. If Betheſda decayed and* | 
| he proſper 


in worldly Eſtate, he might be liable to the 

Cenſure of the Dog Steward of an oppulent Fortune, who 
turn d rich as his Maſter turn d poor, without another vi- 
le Cauſe for it; or of the poor Managers of the publick 
evenue, who W Wealth beyond the Opportuni- 
ties they had to make it lawfully, while the Publick turn d 
Bankrupt. But the Caſe here is quite otherwiſe. . f 
That we are poors and the Times ftrait, is Fact, but Fact 
d from. And to mention chari- 


bl | eee | 
i | tableUks at Home, in Excluſion of ſo worthy an Uſe of 


Charity in a Brit Colony, is unjuſt and unchriſtian. Scor /- 
men in all theſe Colonies, and at Betheſda, enjoy all Advan- 
tages and Privileges that the Exgliſþ do; and many Scots are 


'! | there claiming and poſſeſſing them, and more are - goi 


daily. Yet will the Scots bear none of the Burdens, not ſo. 


muchas in Charity? For Shamedrop this Objetion. And 
what was the mighty Sum collected in Scotland for the 


Georgian Orphan-houſe? not more than 900 TL. Sterling. 
Poor we are indeed, if in the ſtraiteſt Times ſo Pty a Sum, 
collected from Thouſands of Hands, in the Space of two 

Vears (to wit, both the Times Mr. Whitefield was in Scotland) 
could not be lent to the Lord for his preſent and future 
Foople in the Pritiſh Colony of Georgia. And the Town of 
Gharelſtoun alone in South-Carolina contributed 600 L. Ster- 
ling for Betheſda. Not very many Vears back, the Collections 
in Scotland for our perſecuted Proteſtant Brethren at Thorn 
in Poland, amounted to about 4000 TL. Sterling; and we 
were ſo far from grudging, that (I fear too vainly) we gloried 
in it. The Money was no doubt worthily beſtowed, tho 

it went quite away from all Britiſn Places; which the Money 
ſent to Betheſda does not, but improves a Colony that in 

Time may ſend rich Returns to us in Trade. Our Senti- 
ments muſt have alter'd, and our Charity waxed cold, very 

much fince that Time, 7 

But tho ybu would exclude Betheſda from our Charity 

by ſetting it in Competition with our more domeſtick 85 
8138 | 1h." 1 rites 
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— forgot 508 he UA hs gh 
the more for his '© han-honſe. He ated for pecukis 
Scots Uſes in the Midſt of his gathering for this 


ofpital! 
Witneſs the Orphan-hoſpital at Edinburgh, and the Collection 
he fuccesfully made (and the firft of the Kind that ever was 
made) for the poor Highland Reapers, who at that Seaſon 
flock about Edinburgh, as the poor Country Hay-makets 
do about London in their Hay-harveſt. And theſe Reapers 
were ſtarving, tillfeaſonablyrteliev'd with the faithful Diſtri- 
bution of this Collection by the Reverend Mr. Neil M. Vir 
Miniſter of the Weſt-kirk, into whoſe Hands it was put by 


his Friend Mr. Whitefield for that Purpoſe. But ſo much Cha- 


rity, ſo earneſtly gone about, in behalf of — Places or 
Perſons whatſoever, frets and frightens narrow ſordid Souls, 
who therefore are ready from Heart-grudging to quarrel 
directly or covertly thoſe whom the Lord ſtirs up to carry it 
on. From all it appears, that nothing can be fo juſtly in- 
fer d from this Part of the Objection, as that Mr. Whirefiel . 
has a more large, charitable Heart than you, and is under . 
deep Senſe of the Excellency and indiſpenſible Obligation of 
Charity, which ſeems to move you very little, N K 
And, bleſſed be the Lord, the charitable Foundationsin this 
Town of Edinburgh go ſtill on. And, I humbly believe, 
they will thrivethe more, the more our Hearts are enlarged 


With diſcreet Liberality towards the Lord's Poor, and other 


Uſes, far off as well as near at Hand. But let not the Epi- 
thet, diſcreet, reduce Liberality from cheerful Bounty to 

grudging Covetouſneſs. See 2 Cor. ix. 5,8, c. 
The happy Succeſs which the Lord himſelf has (for none 
elſe could have) given to this Orphan-houſe, fhews. that It 
was not a whimſical Rroje&. It never was ſuch in the Eye 
of Faith; an Eye which many have not atall, and in others 
is very dim. Here is a blefled Encouragement to Faith ! 
May it give Courage to many to truſt in 'cur Lord Jeſus, as 

they, according to his Counſel, undertake and go on with 
any good Thing, making Mention of his Righteouſneſs and 
Merit, even of his only ! The Numbers at Betheſda, tho” 

lately diminiſhed to 72, ſhew how vain the Objection is, that 

it isa Hoſpital in a Deſert. | : 
That People old or young are maintain'd there in Idle- 
Meſs is as falſe and ridiculous as any Thing ever objected do it. 
Such Things as are there could never have been done, and 
could as little be kept up and advanced, but by great Labour; 
and there are no Hands for it but thoſe maintain'd in the 
Houſe. The Orphans are not drought up idly, but in learn- 


ing 
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+4 ( 16, ) | 
ing the Works fit for their ſeveral Sexes, and in actual works MI 
ing according to their ſeveral Abilities. It is but of late that 
this good Way was introduced into Scots Hoſpitals and Cha- 
| nty-Schools, to make thoſe work who are maintained or 
| | aught in them, and to breed young ones, not only in Re- 
Its: 155 Reading, Writing, ezc. but alſo to uſeful, honeſt 
| :mployments. Such has always been the Way at Betheſda ; 
and to take great Care to breed up the Orphans to be of 
Chriſt's pecular People, zealous of honeſt Trades; as ſome 
| read or interpret Tit. ii. 4. | * 
Nor is ſuch a Hoſpital more needful anywhere than in a 
| young Colony. The People are at firſt poor, and tied down 
* to fore Labour, and liable to Misfortunes and Calamities ; 
and hence there are ſoon poor Orphans among them. This 
mz Adiſcourages many to venture into ſuch a Colony, it being to 
venture on hard Labour and Danger, and leaving their Chil- 
' dren. to ſtarve. Hence ſuch a Houſe muſt hearten them, 
for they ſee it an actual Relief to the poor diſtreſſed Chil- 3% 
dren of Planters and Labourers. Thus the Colony ſupplies MF. 
the Hoſpital with proper Objects of Charity, and the Hoſpi: 
tal ſends them back in due Time to the Colony, and, by WM. 
m7 the 8 they have received, more uſeful } 
Hands to it than their Parents were. | ' 
But it is objected, That they are bred to Whitefield's Cant 
and Enthuſiaſm. Pray let me examine this both with re- 
gard to Religion and the Affairs of the World; And let it 
not offend you that I deſire you to examine it too, and ra- 
tionally rather than ludicrouſly. If a Jeſt ſometimes expoſes 
ave Nonſenſe, we ſee it oftner ſuccesful in making un- 
reaſonable Stuff paſs for Wit, and a mere Witticiſm for a 
good Argument. Sr AG 
That after the Way which perhaps you call Enthuſiaſm 
they worſhip the God of their Fathers, is true. But let me 
tell you what it is. 3 | | | 
n Their Religion is the ſame with the Thirty nine Ar- 
ticles of the Church of England, as they were wrote and 
meant by the Compilers of them, and underſtood and taken 
.ordinarily in that Church, till about Biſhop Laud's Time, 
that ſome tried to explain away certain of them into a 
different Senſe ; and many have ſince owned that they ſign'd 
them without believing them; And with the Shorter Cate- 
chiſm of the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, received 
in the Church of Scotland. Such is their Doctrine. And, 
_. whether you approve of it or not, the World has ſo long 
been acquainted with it, that only a Bigot will now reckon 
a % — — * ' TY „ 22 "a 
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1 % 
a Perſon or Society unſufferable for maintaining it. There 
are ſo many abroad and at home who ſtill aſſert this Doctrine, 
that one would ſcarcely imagine the Founder and Promoter 
of Betheſda is become remarkable for adhering to it. But 
he adheres to it not only in Principle but in moral and ſpiri- 
tual Practice, as a Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; 
in which Station he is very uncommonly labotious.antq atli- 
duous; and his Succeſs is likewiſe uncommon. And hence 
the Alarm was taken ; hence he is become remarkable, and 
talked of everywhere; and hence it is that he is call'd an 

Enthuſiaſt. And no doubt he is the more remarked and 

ſpoken againſt, becauſe not only ſo great Numbers pro- 

| felling to be of the Church of England, have long ſince 
forſaken this her original Doctrine by which ſhe iprevailed 
over Popery, but of late not a few of the Engliſh 

Diſſenters of all Denominations (ſome ſay one Half of 
the whole Body) have fallen off from this Doctrine; and 
ſome of them have gone farther ſtill. And as the Church 
has had a Doctor Samuel Clark, a Doctor S---kzs, a Biſhop 
of a Whiſton ; ſo the Diſſenters have had a Doctor 

Pierce, an Emelyn, a Vr of Nor-—ch, &c. 

The Doctrines which he ordinarily inculcates with great 
Earneſtneſs everywhere, and no doubt at Betheſda among 
the other Places, are, The exceſſive Depravity, Corruption 
and Perverſneſs of Man by the Fall of our firſt Parents; ſo 
that we are by Nature capable of all Evil, under the Power of 
Satan, at Enmity with God, and uncapable of any real 
Good, and under the Wrath and Curſe of God, and alto- 
gether unable of ourſelves to turn from Sin to God. The 
Neceility of our Nature's being renewed, of Converfiong 
Regeneration, effectual Calling, by a ſupernatural Work 
of the Holy Spirit. Juſtification not by Works, but by the 
Imputation to us of the Righteouſneſs and Merit of Chriſty 
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- who fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, and ſuffered the Miſeries 
ad of this Life, and Death itſelf, for us, and in our ſtead 
en 


having offered up himſelf a compleat and proper Sacrifice 


ie, for us, whereby our Sin is pardoned, and we are accepted 
) 4 Ws righteous without Spot or Blemiſh, and reconciled to 
d od, and reſtored to his infinite Favour and Love, and to 
toy fellowſhip and Communion with him, to Peace of Con- 
ed ence, and Joy unſpeakable of the Holy Ghoſt and full 
ad, r Glory. Our partaking of this only by Faith in Jeſus 
mg hriſt, receiving and relying on him alone for Salvation 
don nd all Things, as he is offered to. us freely in the Goſpely 


jur Prophet, Prieſt, and s, our elder Brothers Be 


. 
Head and Husband, the Lord our Righteouſneſs and 


Strength, in whom we can do all Things, and without him 
nothing but Sin; he that provides for, and will never al- 
low us to want any Thing really e. for us, and will even 

and chaſtiſe us ſeverely, 


in Love and tender Mercy affli 
and ſupport us under his Rod. The abſolute Neceſſity of 


mortifying all Sin in Heart and Life, and dying thereto 
more and more, renouncing and forſaking entirely the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleſh, and all the Luſts, Vices and 
Vanities thereof; and of Sanctification, and ſtrict univerſal 
cConſtant Goſpel-holineſs, in Body, Soul and Spirit; and all 
by the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and the Operation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, growing daily in Grace, and preſſing after 
the full Aſſurance of Faith, and going on in the diligent | 
Uſe of all the Means of Grace, Hearing and Reading the 
Word of God, Prayer, Meditation, Self-examination, the 
Sacraments, Chriſtian Conference and Society and mutual 
Edification, exc. abhorring all Idleneſs, but working dili- 
gently with Hands or Head according to the honeſt and 

{ Calling and Buſineſs we are in, and as much as in 
us lies doing Good to all Men according to our ſeveral Sta- 


uſefu 


tions and Relations, and eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith. 


In ſhort, the Doctrine he unweariedly, and I may fay in- 
ceſſantly, urges, is that which has long been known under 
the Name of the Doctrine of Grace; with that fervent 3 
Love of God and our Brethren, that Purity, that Holineſs, 3 
that Truſt and Reliance on God in Chriſt Jeſus, that being 
led by and walking in the Spirit, and entertaining and 
doing nothing but according to the Scripture our only, 
Rule; and whoever ſpeaks not according to that Word 
(be it on Pretence of the Spirit, or of any Thing elſe) it is 
becauſe there is no Light in him; that aſſiduous and ear- 


* . * 


neſt Diligence; all which are neceſſarily and inſeparably * 
connected with the Doctrine of free Grace: And whoever : 


minds not theſe Things, does in vain pretend to Grace, for 


the Wrath of God abides upon him. 


- None can be more for the Communion of Saints, nor 
more averſe to reſtrict the Saints, and Communion with | 
them, to my Party or Denomination whatſoever. Mr. 


Whitefield an 


his Friends are very far from being uncon- | 


cerned. about any of the Truths of the Goſpel, whether 


_ thoſe called great, or thoſe called ſmall ; and believe every 


Soul bound to receive every Truth as diſcovered-to them, 
and to uſe their beſt Endeavours, in Dependence on the 
Lord, to diſcoyer them. But in whomſoeyer they ſ = me 
| | 8 2 Wor 
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Work of Grace, Heart-hnmiliation for Sin, and Hatred of 


it, receiving and reſting on Jeſus alone, as offered in the 
Goſpel for Salvation from Sin and Miſery, and, in con- 
ſequence thereof, conſtant earneſt Endeavours after univer- 
ſal Holineſs; ſuch they gladly join in Communion with, 
tho' labouring under much Weakneſs, and many great 
Miſtakes, and even ſome dangerous Ones. And tho' their 
Language and Ways of ſpeaking, and their Manner of ex- 
plaining ſome Truths, may be different from theirs; yet 
they exerciſe Chriſtian Forbearance towards them, when 
they ſee that they indeed hold the Root, and may have 
the Root of the Matter in them. | | 
To adhere to every Truth, and to contend earneſtly for 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints, is moſt certainly our 
Rule as to ALL Truths. But that is not the Queſtion as to 
keeping Communion with ſuch as hold the Root, and may 
have the Root ot the Matter in them, and yet are in great 
Miſtakes concerning many Truths. Theſe are two diſtinct 
Things, and concerning which the Lord has preſcribed to 
us diſtinct Rules of Conduct, viz. concerning our main- 
taining all Truth, and our keeping Communion with mis 
ſtaking Saints. And the jumbling of theſe together has done 
much Miſchief on both Hands. The fame Spirit of Cod, 
who by the Pen of his Servant Jude (v. z.) gave us the 
forefaid Rule as to his Truths, gave us the Rule as to Com- 
munion with his Saints who ſee not all his Truths, by the 
Pen of his Servant Paul, Phil. iii. 15, 16. Let us therefore, 
as many as be perfect, be thus minded; And if in any Thing 
ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this unto you, 
Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, let us walk 
by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame Thing. We muſt 
not on account of the moſt eminent Saints deſert any 
Truth, but contend even againſt Saints in the Spirit of the 
Goſpel of Peace and of the meek and lowly Jeſus, for 


every Truth, as Paul withſtood Peter, Gal. iii. 11,——14, 


But neither are we on account of the meaneſt Saint's Mi- 
ſtakes concerning ſome Truths, to forſake Communion with 

him. If your Zeal for Truth be ſo ery as to make you 
break Communion with your miſtaken Brother, who yet 
holds the Root, and may have the Root of the Matter in 
him, it is a Zeal not guided by the Rule given us by the 
Holy Ghoſt. The Goſpel-rules for your particular Manage» 

ment of this Communion, both with reſpe& to yourſelf 
and others in ſuch Caſes, are not my preſent Buſineſs to 
write of; but ſuch Rules the Goſpel affords us, and ought , 
to be carefully ſtudied, N Let 


200 

Let me further deſire you to conſider impartially on this 
Head, Rom. xiv. lot. & xv. 1.7. and the Importance and 
2 of the Matters there mentioned, concerning which 

the Saints had then ſo various Opinions. I muſt allo in- 
treat you to conſider, what is viſible to the 4a of all Men, 
who 5 thoſe you are in Communion with, of whatever 
Sett or Denomination you be, and who know Mr. White- 
field and his Friends, viz. whether as to Communion in holy 
Things you or they be the greateſt Latitudinarians (a Name 
you ing at them in Reproach) you as to the Immoralities 
and Neglect of Goſpel-duties and Ordinances of them you 
hold Communion with, and whom you even advance to 
Offices in your Churches; or they as to the different Opi- 


: 


0 
nions of them they keep Communion with? The Vices b. 
of the firſt undoubtedly exclude from all Memberſhip and vw 
Communion with the inviſible Church; and yet you re- it 
eive and careſs them in yours which you call a viſible te 
Church. Should not a viſible Church be viſibly holy, as the f 
inviſible Church really is? Different Opinions of thoſe hold- P 
ing the Root, and having the Root of the Matter in them, 0 
do not exclude from Memberſhip and the Communipn of rc 
the inviſible Church; and yet you grievouſly cenſure Mr. tr 
Whitefield and his Friends for not excluding them from their as 
Communion. Theſe are indeed Saints under all their Mi- ” 
ſtakes, yet you will not hold Communion with them; the p 
other are open Sinners, but becauſe profeſſing to agree with y 
you in Opinions, you do hold Communion with them. C 
And this you call the Communion of Saints, and an Article fe 
of your Creed! Wonder, O ye Heavens, that the Earth t! 
ſces this, and is not aſtoniſhed ! te 
There are ſome People in Scotland mighty earneſt to Ms 
| know the Opinions and Practices of our firſt Reformers v 
from Popery, and of the great Divines we had afterwards t 
in the Days they call our beſt reforming Times; and Wa 
| they build much on their Authority. And theſe Reformers ii 
| and Diyines were very eminent in real Chriſtianity ; tho WML 
| others, as eminent in real Chriſtianity, diffexed from their 
| Opinions and Practices in many Things; but all agreed as 10 


to real lively Chriſtianity. Vet ſuch is the Reſpect they bear 
to theſe great and indeed good Men among our Predeceſſors, 
that tho” one ſhould even be as eminent or more eminent 
| than they in true lively Faith and all the Fruits of the Spi- 
| rit (Gal, v. 22. to the End) yet, if he approve not their o- 
ther Opinions and Practices, they cannot think well of him; 
and ſome hardly will, and others by no means will, hold, 
Communion with him, © © There, 


. 
» 


C) | 
There are in England learned Men very earneſt to-knoW 
the Opinions and Practices of the primitive Chriſtians, and 
eſpecially in the three firſt Centuries when the Church was 
puxeſt and holieſt. In thoſe happy (tho' by Perſecution 
dangerous and afflited) Times, real Chriſtians were not 
rare, but Multitudes did ſhine in Grace ſo brightly, that in 
ſubſequent Ages it was harder to find two or three ſuch, 
than then to find Hundreds. And all Setts of Chriſtians 
in the World agree in juſtly applauding the ſtrong lively 
Faith and Holineſs of thoſe Days, and all ſay they with to 
ſee ſuch again. But they differ as to what were the Opi- 
. nions and Practices in other Things of theſe holy Men, and 
of their Churches flouriſhing under the Croſs. The laft has. 
been much ſtudied, and Heaps of very learned Books are 
wrote on it; and learned Men after all do not agree about 
it in many Points, Well, but fince all agree as to the other, 
to wit, the ſtrong and lively Faith and Holineſs of theſe 
rimitive Times, Differences about the other Opinions and 
Practices will not ſurely make good and learned Men fall 
out, but they will concur and bend their joint Labours to 
reſtore that bleſſed Faith and Holineſs. Alas it is quite con- 
trary! Tho' you were as eminent in Faith and Holineſs 
as the greateſt primitive Saint, yet if you differ in Judge 
ment from theſe learned Men as to ſome of the primitive G- 
pinions and Practices, they will not hold Communion with 
you, but tell you that you are not within the Pale of the 
Church, nor within the Covenant of Grace, and that there- 
fore there is not one Promiſe made to you in Scripture, and 
that the moſt they can fay for you is, that they leave you 
to the uncovenanted Mercies of God. And ſeverals in 
Scotland fay the ſame. But if you agree with them as ta 
what theſe other primitive Opinions and Practices were, 
they will receive you into their Communion, tho' in Faith 
and Holineſs you be no more like a primitive Saint than 
in Modeſty and Chaſtity Polly Peachum on the Stage was 
like a Virgin in the primitive Church. 3 N 
Thus both in North and South Britain there are very ⁊ea- 
lous Men for their ſeveral Parties; and I am far from deny- 
ing that there are really good and chriſtian Men among them. 
But ſo much the more wonderful is their Conduct, They 
agree as to the ſuperior Excellency of real Chriſtianity, lively 
Faith and Holineſs; and that this is the great Deſign and 
End of the Goſpel. But they differ as to the Way of pe- 
ſerving and propagating this great, this ſuperior Excellency ; 
ppd they differ as to Manner, Modes, and men, 
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If you make this great End, the End and Buſineſs and 
Care of your whole Life, but differ from them about the 
others, they will not have Fellowſhip with you, But if 
you agree with them as to theſe, they will receive you as 
a Brother, tho' you viſibly diſregard the great and ſuper- 
excellent End; and at leaſt (in this I ſpeak of Scotland) if 
= are not openly ſcandalous. And * may plainly enough 

not a good Chriſtian nor eſteemed ſuch, and yet not be 
What they call openly ſcandalous. In England it is worſe. 
He muſt be very much aStranger, and have taken little 
ferious Notice of the Churches of both Parts of Brizain, who 
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knows not all this to be true, and who could not mention 


ſure Proofs of it. | 
But let me not be miſtaken. Let it not be imagined that 
I throw them all off as corrupt and quite abominable. No, 
God forbid. Theſe Abominations are certainly in them, 
and among ſome leſs and ſome more. And ſeveral Things 
I have ſaid are meant, and almoſt only applicable, to ſome 
Highfliers on both Sides: But there are excellent Men who 
mourn for and ſtrive againſt theſe bad Things, and correct 
them as far as they can, And the Lord now, asin former 
Ages, is Long-ſuffering, and full of Compaſſion and tender 
Mercy to his Churches; and his Preſence and Power is {till 
ſeen and felt in his Briziſþ Churches. But none of them 
will take it ill that I ſay, what I'm ſure excellent Men among 
themſelves ſay and have long ſaid, That, if a Spirit of Re- 
pentance and Amendment be not pour'd out on them 
from on High, the Lord will chaſtiſe them ſeverely. 
Now, who is the canting Enthuſiaſt, who is the Bigot ? 
he who lays to Heart and purſues the great End and Defign 
of the Goſpel, more than any Mode, Circumſtance, Way 
of ſpeaking or explaining, or external Adminiſtration what- 
ſoever? or he who does the contrary ? and even tho' he 
neglects not altogether the great End and Deſign of the Go- 
ſpel, yet will not, on account thereof, reckon one to be 
his Brother in Chriſt Jeſus who has it at Heart, except he 
K — with him in the other Things too? and will join in 
mmunion with thoſe who do agree with him in the 
athers, tho' careleſs of the great End and Deſign of the 
Goſpel ? Is he the canting Bigot, who has primitive Faith 


and Holineſs more at Heart than primitive Epiſcopacy? or 


he who excludes you the Pale of the Church for not own- 
ing this Epiſcopacy, tho' by believing in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and walking in him, it appears you are of the Houſ- 
hold of Faith? He who will not allow you — | 
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leges, tho' within the Bond of the Covenant of Graces 
except you alſo own the Solemn League and Covenant ? 
or he who will receive you on account of the Covenant 
of Grace only ? ; 
But there are many who go not ſo far on either Side; 
and yet blame Mr. Whitefield and his Friends for Enthuſiaſm 
and Bigotry. What moves them to it ? I anſwer, That 
ſome who go not ſo far, yet have a Tincture, and ſome- 
times a pretty large Tincture, of thoſe high Eccleſiaſtical 
Flights, which gives a deep Dye to their Thoughts and 
Procedure. Next, Many are too cold and indifferent in 


the Things of Jeſus Chriſt, to like the great Earneſtneſs and 


inceſſant Aſſiduity of theſe Men: They find it not in them- 
ſelves; they ſee no need of it. I ſpeak not of the more 
Lewd and Graceleſs, of the Worldlings or Luxurious, or of 
thoſe who have ſcarcely any Senſe of Religion at all, and 
mind it not. The Reaſon of their reckoning it Enthuſiaſm, 
or Bigotry, or Hypocriſy, or any bad Thang, is obvious. 
And this Claſs, I fear, includes the greateſt Part of Man- 


kind But I ſpeak of the more Sober and Serious, who 


ſhew ſome Regard to Religion, and the Duties it requires. 
They have a Regard for Decency, and not to be liable to 
the Cenſure of the common World as irreligious. Nor 
would their own Minds be ſatisfied if they did not in ſome 
Meaſure mind Religion; but a ſmall Meaſure ſatisſies them: 
And if Duty be done, it lies not much on their Spirits 
how heartily it be done. They do it not in groſs Hypo- 
criſy, but from ſome Conviction that they ought to do it. 

But this is all. And either they love to be eaſy, or to 
have as much Pleaſure in the World as their cold or luke- 
warm Concern for Religion and outward Decency can 
allow. If they be Miniſters, they are afraid that the warm 
Earneſtneſs of ſuch Men, ſhould make themſelves be little 
thought of, and loſe their Influence among the People; and 
that the People, being render d earneſt too, come to nauſeate 
their Dulneſs. On this Account you will hear them miſ- 
apply Texts of Scripture, and good Conſiderations. They'll 
tell you of itching Ears, and heaping up Teachers to your- 
ſelves; of deſpiſing and weary! : of your own Clergy, 
and lothing your own ſpiritual Food. Thus a Nigard hates 
that any in-his Family ſhould now and then eat a plain Meal 
abroad, left he ſhould be more ſenſible of the ſcrimp and 
ſcarcely wholeſom, or little nouriſhing and enlivening Pro- 
viſion at home. And they will tell you of your Dahger 
of being led about by every Wind of Doctrine, and every 


canting 


canting pay Decelver. And on ſuch Topicks th 
will cant (may I not for once uſe their own Word?) an 
bold forth to you long enough, tho' their general Topicks 
apply not to the particular Caſe, as certainly they do not 
| to this Caſe. And any one who obſerves the Turn of theſe 
Mens Minds, the Principles they move by, their Manner 

of proceeding, and what thereby appears to be moſt at their 
1 Hearts, and moſt to fatisfy or delight them, will cafily ſee 
through all their Pretexts. The hard Iron they have got to 
hammer, mutt rather continue cold, and never be on the 
Anvil, than be heated m any other 3 than their own, 
or than any but themſelves ſhould kindle the Fire or blow wr 
the Bellows. Their Maſter's Work muſt rather ly undone, 
than be done by any other Hand but theirs, where they are 
(and as they fancy not only chiefly, but alone) appointed 
to do it, and imagine themſelves capable enongh of it. 
And if ſuch Men get among their People, they muſt turn 
fpiritnal too, they muſt turn earneſt and aſſiduous, they muſt 
turn acquainted with Caſes, they muſt live ſtrict and really 
holy, they muſt no more be proud and fancy, they muit 
in lity and Earneſtneſs travel among their People, not 
only in a formal cuſtomary Round, but in good Earneſt t 
gain and perſwade; they muſt apply to every Temper anc 
Capacity, inſtruct, exhort, get them into Societies, con- 
fer and pray with them, hear their Experiences, and guide 
them; they muſt preach -privately and publickly, in Seaſon 
and out of Seaſon ; or elſe they muſt be diſcovered, and 
put to Shame. And they find it better to keep at a Diſtance 
from theſe Men ſo earneſt and fo unwearied in the Work 
of the: Goſpel, and rather to ſpeak againſt them, than be 
= out of their own Way, and be ſo harraßs'd. Such 

atchmen, going about the City, do not like to be teaz'd 
with ſuch Queſtions as, Saw you him whom my Soul loveth ? 
Sang iii. 3. and perhaps cannot anſwer it, being unacquain- 
ted-with him, and perceiving no ſuch Beauty nor Loveli- 
neſs in him why he ſhould be defired; or if they think 
his Picture pretty, yet to them it is but a Picture, and 
| touches not inflames not the Heart. How then can they 
endure Preachers who are the Inſtruments of ſuch Love, 
{ andof raiſing ſuch Queſtions ? It is better for ſuch to take 
away theſe Mens Vails from them, as Vails of Hypocri- 
M or of Nonſenſe, Enthuſiaſm and Madneſs. ee 
Some are habitually thus, and never knew better. Others 
bhave been acquainted with better Things, but are under 8 

Decay and Languiſhment. They perhaps figh, 10 
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backwards; or do but little, if any thing, and but b 
Starts ſet forward. Then have put off their Coats, hot ſhall 
they put them on They, have. waſhed: their Feet, how 22 
they defile them Song v. 3. And it may be the Lord has 
ſtruck in and rouſed them. Their Hearts have been pierced; 
ſcheir Bowels have been moved, they have begun to run; 
they alſo would do as the aſſiduous warm aànd earneſt 
Men, and rocky Hearts would alſo flow and melt down 
at their Voice, as it may be they have done at ſome for- 
r Times, But they found not preſently that Succeſs 
hey found even ſuch of whom they expected better, not 
to anſwer theix Call. They are left almoſt alone: but they 
are ſurrounded with the Profane, or ſuch as I laſt ſpoke of; 
and they are in the: Midſt of chilling, deadning Tempta- 
tions and Diſcouragements, and perhaps do not well per- 
ceive them. They diverted a little to other Things in 
themſelves not ſinful, and for which they had plauſible 
Pretences. The Flame is down, and but Smoke remains; 
the Fire is again covered with Aſhes. My Eye runs down in 
ſegret for ſuch. {A wake; O Nori h-uind, and come thos 
South, blow upon their Gardens, thar the Spices thertof may 
JJ 1v, 10, 039 36 21.107, 5097 1a8-97:4 
But to return to thoſe I formerly ſpoke of, no Wonder 
that they. reckon: Mr, Whitefield and his Friends Enthufiaſts 
and Bigots. Bigots, becauſe of: their Zeal; tho not far 
ſmall, oe greateſt, the moſt ſolid; eſſential and neceſ- 
ſary Things; and therefore not Bigots, the Definition of 
whom is the Reverſe of this. . Enthuſiaſts; becauſe inflam'd 
with ſuch ſtropgLoveito.Jeſus and his Kingdom, ſuch ftrong 
Faith, as makes them ſet a very low: Value on every Thing 
elſe, . and. prize this as the one- Thing neceſſary, the one 
{ing good, great and glorious, all their Happineſs, all 
their Delight, all their Joy, and more than their neceſſa 
Food, and all Things elſe but Loſs and Dung, and Droſs. 
The Love of Chriſt does. ſo conſtrain them, the Recom- 
pence of Reward. is ſo great, ſo alluring, fo charming: in 
their Souls, that; thro' his own Strength, and the Grace. 
that is in him, they weary not, they never give over, exer- 
ting themſelves for this 7 this lovely Jeſus, this Au- 
thor and Finiſher of their Faith, this bleſſed Rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him. Thoſe who have not this 
internal Principle, who feel not this ſweet conſtrainin 
Power in their Hearts, carrying them on through all Dif- 
ficulties, Hazards and Loſſes by the good Hand of the 
Lord upon hems: pd who fancy chat their aun eri 
bs 2128 ; | negli 
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negligent Way is enough to the full; How can butt 
Aan dach Men as theſe mad or enthufiaſtical? The act 
on Principles, they are conſtrain'd by ſweet Power, they 
haveinward Support and Joy, which the Objectors to them 
know little or rather nothing of; and ſuch Objectors think 
it all foreign to Reaſon and good Senſe, all to be a Dream, 
the mere Fancy of an over-heated Brain, which no doubt 
is Enthuſiaſm. And this would indeed be Enthuſiaſm, if 
what: theſe warm earneſt Men build upon, what they feel | 
of inward Divine Power and Support, were not real and 
Fact, and not Fancy and mere Conceit. And whether it 
be the one or the other, is the Point whereon depends the | 
ſolid Determination, whether theſe Men be Enthuſiaſts, or 
the Objectors very ſuperficial Chriſtians, or not deſerving 
to be at all reckon'd real Chriſtians. This 8 can 
only be reſolved ſolidly by the Word of God, to which 
I appeal ; and from which, thro” the Lord's Strength, I 
could 8 youre all that is needful in Reaſon to ' 
evince, that theſe Things are indeed fo as thoſe they call En- 
thuſiaſts do aſſert; and therefore that they are not Enthu- | 
fiaſts, but ſolid, ſenſible, real and lively Chriſtians. But! 
have not Time for it at preſent. 
Thoſe bred at Berheſda will indeed be under one Tempta- 
tion to what the Objectors call Enthufiaſm. The Eftabliſh- * 
ment they belong to, and profit ſo much by, is viſibly | 
the Work of Divine Providence, which it has wrought by 
a Hand unlikely to have carried it on. This may occa- 
ſich them, through all their Lives, to have a Caſt of Mind 
towards eying in all Things, and depending on that God 
in Chrift Jeſus whom there they were bred to believe in, 
and truſt. unto ; and to wortnip, ſerve, love and adore him, 
with all their Heart and Soul, Strength and Mind. I hope 
you do not think the Colony of Georgia, or any Part of, | 
the Earth, will be hurt by ſuch being ſent forth in it. 
And they cannot, under the Lord's Guidance and Bleſſing, 
but be beneficial, even on a Civil Account and in all honeſt 
- worldly Affairs, to every Place where they ſhall reſide or 
- ſojourn. Real Chriſtianity, received and rooted in the Heart 
and Soul, is a forcible and laſting Principle of Action. And 
tis own'd that even Enthuſiaſm moves to great Things 
with Diligence and Perſeverance. And what may we 70 
much expect that either their Religion or Enthuſiaſm will 
move them to, as to that which they are bred up to value 
as neceſlary Duty to their Lord and Maſter, and. as good 
for themſelves and all theirs, and which they have g 
4 . 3 nur" 
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inur'd to the Practice of from their younger Vears? And 
that is, to flee all Idleneſs as a dreadful Sin, to labour for their 
own Bread, for that he who will not work ſhould not cat; to 
be quiet and not buſy Bodies nor Tatlers, but to do their 
own Buſineſs, andnot to be high-minded, but to be meek 
and humble, providing Things honeſt for themſelves and 
theirs in the Sight of all Men, and to be ſober, and as much 
as in them lies to do good to all Men, and therefore to their 
Country, and eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith, that is, 
to honeſt worthy Chriſtians indeed. If you tell me that 
r theſe are juſt the plain Precepts of Chriſtianity, and wh 
« 8 ſhould Becheſda claim them as if her peculiar Statutes? 
r anſwer, Betheſda claims them only as being of the common 
g Chriſtianity, and not as hers farther than the Lord gives 
Grace and Strength to adhere ſtrictly and diligently to them 

has her Statutes. O that every Hoſpital and Charity-ſettle- 
I ment in Britain and its Dominions may do it more! And 
for ever bleſſed, be the Lord for the Meaſure he has given 
Betheſda to attain unto. And it muſt be allowed that two or 
three ſuch young ones, in any Buſineſs or Place, are more ſub- 
ſtantially uſeful, even on a worldly Account, than a Score 
of others. And they are not taught theſe only as good 
human Advices, but as Part of their Religion, the Commands 
of their God and Saviour, whom they cannot be acceptable 
to without Obedience. And if you will aver ſtill, that they 
are to be Enthuſiaſts of Mr. Whjrefield's Caſt, may their En- 
thuſiaſm produce as ſubſtantial good Things as his has done 
in this Hoſpital ! The Enthuſiaſm cannot ſtop them more 
than it did him. | | 112 ö 

I ſhall add but one Thing more on the Head of Enthuſi- 
aſm, exc. which is, That Mr. Whitefield and the Friends 
and Promoters of this bleſſed Revival of real Chriſtianity 
are not gn in any. new Religion. They preach and 
urge none but the Doctrine of the Reformation, and no re- 
ous Exerciſes but ſuch as all good Men of the reformed 
Churches have always approved of and prefſed. You can 
hardly tell me of any Enthuſiaſts who did not contend, and 
moſt of them contended chiefly, for ſome Novelties. of 
their on in Doctrine or Practice. But theſe Men only preſs 
you to be in good earneſt in the old Doctrine, and approved 
religious Exerciſes. They urge you only to be 8 lively 
Fr, and to no Novelty, no Singularity, but to be, 

gularly good in this very corrupt and perverſe World. 
They ſet hot up a new * by any Badge or Diſtinctian 
Fhatſoe ver, except that 5 lively Faith and Holineſs ; 
de | 2 | ant. 
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and they meddle not with the particular Debates between the 
e already among us. Thoſe of the Church 


of England, thoſe of the Church of Scotland, and of the 


ſeveral Denominations of Diſſenters, they treat as their 
Dear Brethren in Chriſt, if they appear in the Judgment of 
Chriſtian Charity to be really and indeed Chriſtians; and 
every one as he thinks beſt continues in the Church he was 
of before. And moſt of them are for keeping Communion 
with any Chriſtian Church that holds to the Root; except 


her Communion, not only to bear with but to on ſome- 
thing they think wrong, or to practiſe any Thing they think 
a Sin of Commiſſion or Omiſſion. None of theſe can be 
done on any Account orPretence whatſoeyer.”* Why ſhould 
the World be alarmed or dread any Harm from ſuch Men? 
They incroach on none, they diſturb none, they pretend 
to no Power, i directly nor indirectly with 
Affairs of State. They think it a Sin to mix religious Affairs 
and the political Affairs of the World. What are ſub- 
jea to by the Law, they willingly ſubmit to. What Rights 
and Ptivileges =y by Law are entitled unto, they quietly 
make-uſe of and defend. And tho” they do this in a Chri- 
Man Manner, yet they keep all theſe Thirigs ſeparate from 
religious Matters. Thus we eat and drink our common 
Meals for the Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 87. yet the eating 
and drinking oux common Meals is not a Part of our Religi- 
on. If our ſeveral Parties called rellgioſs had always en- 
tertained ſuch Sentiments, and had had ſuch Practice, what 
Devaſtations, what Blood would have been ſpar'd in Bri- 
tain ! What Tranquihty, what Peace, would have reign'd 


i” - _ * 1. f 5 C- 
Where e = an rath has tyrannized ! If ſuch the 
| 


Pretenders to Religion had e we had never heard 
the Exclamation from an atheiſfical Zucretiu sn... 


Tantum religio' potuit ſuadere majorum 


. Tknow they ure complained of as being diforderly, and 
breaking the Order of the very Churches they profeſs to be 
of and ſtill join with. This Objection requires a more 
particular Diſcuſſion than I could at prefent finiſh ; and 


therefore I let it alone at this Time, Better not to tou 


than to handle it ſuperficially, And I haften to remove 


two or 1 1 ObjeFrions more common, and that ſeem more 
einn . 
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any Church requires of them, in order to admit them into 
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Imſt not dverdk the Oßection, That Wives robbed 
Heir Husbands to give to Mr. Whiteſeld's Betheſda. I never 
Nieard an Inftance of this pretended to be given but one; and 
Pot being told the Names of the Perſons, I am ſtill in the Dark 
bout it. But the Thing may be true, and there may be more 
nſtances tho they never reached my Ears. It is confeſſed by 
my Informers, that in this Inftance, when the Husband told 
fr. Whitefield his Wife 'tad given more than fit for their 
Circumſtances, Mr. Whitefieid did immediately reſtore the 
Money. And be certainly did right in reſtoring it: For 
Whatever Wife gives àway her Husband's Money without 
his Allowance, either direct or nw ws os what he ordinarily 
allows her to do, ſhe acks both fooliſhly and finfully by it; 
It is to diſpoſe of what is not hers, and ſhe has no Right 
at all to "diſpoſe of; and therefore it is of the Nature of 
Theft, tho ey fay the Law gives it a ſofter Name. It 
is a Breach of the Eighth Commandment, whatever be the 
Parpoſe you give it for. You muſt not ſteal to give in 
Charity. And by taking ſuch ' undue Freedoms, you pro- 
voke your Husband "againſt 'yourſelf, and tempt him to 
IX quarrel with Religion for your Sake, and to diſcourage you 
in 74 religious Courſe, and to think it a Snare to you; 
and a Loſs, and not an Advantage to him and to his Fa- 
mily. No well-inſtructed and really Chriſtian Wife will, 
on confidering this, venture again on a Practice ſo dange- 
rous and ſinful. But * likely the Woman who did it 
had not this View of it, but did it with a good Intention, 
and now repents for her Fault. And I muſt beg leave 
to ſay, that her Husband (perhaps he and ſhe may fead this) 
muſt be a ſurly unkindly Man, which is a vile Character, 
if he does not heartily forgive her, and love her as much 
as ever, and if he keeps any Grudge at her for it, or ever 
caſts it up to her. I with he may have as good Intentions, 
and as warm a Heart to what is really good, and for the 
Lord's Service, as perhaps his miſtaken Wife had. And if 
he has it not, his Sin is not ſm all. 
I think there is no Doubt that à Collector of Charity 
ſhould be very cautious in receiving any from a Wife, ex- 
cept he knows well that her Husband Alows her, or that 
ſhe has a ſeparate Eſtate at her own free Diſpoſal without 
her Husband, which is a rare Caſe in Scotland. But I hope 
Mr. Whitefield thought it ſo in this Caſe. Vet if he did 
not adyert to it, you cannot call it a criminal Overſight in 
a young Man, unacquainted with the World, and never 
married, as ke was nor ar that Time, And 1 willingly bes 
eve 


Heve: (why ſhould you be averſe to believe on the chati- 
table Side of a charitable Man?) that Experience has now 
render d him more wary. : 

But this leads to another Objection, which I ſee is much 
noticed by many, and therefore ſhould be the more parti- 
cularly anſwered. And I anſwer all theſe Objections, not 


only for the Sake of Mr. Whitefield, but becauſe of Caſes 1 
of the like Nature that may afterwards occur, in which | 


Mr. Whitefield may probably have no Concern. 
The Objection is, That he preached Sermons purpoſely, 
and having earneſtly and movingly — — his charitab 
Collection, he immediately fell to collecting; and thus 
having raiſed People's Humours by his — LP Way, 
made them in effect rob themſelves. And therefore it has 
been faid, that a Miniſter ſhould only propoſe a Collection 
to his People, and then leave them cool to give or not to 
give, and What to give, as they ſhould be diſpoſed. 

- Who on hearing this 938 but would think, that 
we are the moſt liberal free-hearted People on Earth, need- 
ing a Bridle and not a Spur in Charity, leſt we undo our- 
felves by our Bounty? And would you not imagine by it, 


* 


| * that Mr. Whitefield drain'd us of ſeveral Thouſands for Beth- 


eſda ? But we are not ſo raſh; and what we gave to Beth- 
eſda you have ſeen above. And I humbly hope the Lord 
touched more Hearts in Scotland by Mr.Whitefield's Miniſtry, 
than there were Half-crown Pieces in all his Collections 
among us. Hence the Objection flows not from exceſ- 
fave giving, but from the Worldly-mindedneſs and Cold- 
neſs of the Charity of the Objectors. And it is pregnant 
of pernicious Miſtakes, and more than I hope ſome who 
make it are aware of. | 
The firſt is, That Charity is not to be urged on People, 
leſt they give too much! But are they not apter to give 
too little, after all that can be ſaid to them? Is it poſſible 
chat you can make this Objection, and yet believe that 
bountiful Charity is Tk, {ag required and earneſtly 
urged in the Golbel? No Man who reads the New Tefta- 
ment can doubt that it is. Nor can any who know Man- 
kind doubt, that it is hard to perſwade them to part with 
their r except to ſatisfy ſome other Luſt; and that 
even ſober People who are not among the Eraceleſs, are 
teadier to fall ſhort than to exceed in their Charity. Yet 
muſt not this indiſpenſible and neceſſary Soeren and ſo 
beneficial to Society and the human Race, be preſſed home, 
but People be left to the cold nigardly Covetouſneſs of their 
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own Hearts? And * you not as well againſt urging 
People to other Gofpel-duties, not more indiſpenſible than 
Charity, nor more contrary to the Corruption of their 
Hearts? for there may be an Exceſs in theſe too. I can- 
not gueſs a Reaſon, or rather an Inducement, for you, un- 
leſs it be that Covetouſneſs is your Predominant, and that 
you would part with other ſinful Pleaſures, rather than your 
Sin of loving Money too much; and of loving it ſo as to 
incline you to keep it, when the Lord calls you to beſtow 
it in his Service. And giving in Charity, is giving in the 
Lord's Service; and he condeſcends to call it Lending to 
himſelf, to whom all Things belong; for he will repay 
you richly. And even when it is hke caſting your Bread 
(not your Super fluities, but your very Bread) on the Waters, 
he will make you find it, tho” it ſhould be after many Days, 
Eecl. xi. 1, 2. Would you rather eee Money uſeleſs, 
or truſt it in a Debitor's Hand at Intereſt, relying on the Se- 
curity he gives you; than truſt it with the Lord who gave 
it to you, relying on his Promiſe, his Faithfulneſs and 
Truth? Is this what you are afraid to have urged on you; 
leſt you exceed in it? But have you not known one have 
in his Pocket a Guinea, or Crown or Half-Crown Piece, he 
could ſpare, and yet not give Sixpence when never ſo warm- 
ly preſs'd to give to ſome moſt worthy Charity ? And have 
not you been the Man? O Conſcience, do your Duty ! If you 
introduce this Coldneſs in preaching Goſpel-duties, it muſt 
take place in all Preaching; for Men will be conſequential 
to themſelves in Coldneſs. What a trifling Thing muſt that 
become which then will be called Preaching of the Goſpel? 
Then indeed the filly ſuperficial Gingling of Words, like the 
Declamations of a School-boy, and which keeps far away 
from the Heart and Affections, will deſervedly be eſteem'd 
the beſt Preaching. | eter: wh 36 
But you allow perhaps to preſs Charity in general as warm + 
ly as can be, but not in asking it on à particular Occaſion. 
his truly is agreeable to your Scheme ; for let your Heart 
de never ſo much moved with general Doctrine, it ma 
cool before the particular Occaſion, and ſo your Pocket is 
ſafe. - But it agrees not with the Deſign of the Goſpel, 
which is actual giving. Some ſay that Franckins never asked 
from any in particular for his wonderfully ere&ed Houſe 
at Hall in Germany, but left it all to Providence, which ſent 
as was needed. I do not remember whether or not, and 
have not now Time to enquire. But it may well be ſo, 
andthe Lord thus ſhewed his Power the more, and the more 
ee coun- 


"C3 
e anced. his. worthy, Servant Mr, Franc. Yet this is 
tit the only Way; and to ask is often DST 2,004 was. the 
Way that the Apoſtle Paul took under. the, actual Inſpira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and for à particular Uſe and Occa- 
fion; and not only, to ask, but to ask and urge, earneſtiy by 
many Arguments and Motives, and giving particular Di- 
rections. Read Rom. xv. 25, — 28, 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 16. 
2 Cor. ix. per tot. In the Ith Verſe of that laſt Chapter, 
every Man is to give 85.00 propotehp in his Heart; for none 
is to be compelled in any Senſe. His Conſcience is the on- 
ly, Compulſion. Mnd this is the Compulſion you ſeem ſo 
much afraid of; and you would not have your Heart ſo 
put to it, and comp A” an awakned ſpeaking Conſci- 
ence-;/and therefore. woüld nat have a Miniſter to awaken 
ou to Duty, and rouſe you from finful Nigardlineſs and 
ove of Money, by Arguments and Motives, and earneſt 
eſſing of them. And yon are angry at Mr. Whitefield for 
—— done ſo, and with he may not come back leſt he 
ſhould do it again. But you cannot but ſee that he follow- 
1 a good Example in doing ſo, even the inſpired Apoſtle 
wo acting and w ed and Inſpiration. "Thoſe he wrote 
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to, knew he had acted, and did write on this, by Inſpira- 
d Motives he was inſpired with, are forcible. in them- 
elves, and moving; for they are the Arguments and Mo- 
tives of that God who made the Hearts of Men, and as 
Rivers of Water can turn them whitherſoever he pleaſeth. 
So he does with the Hearts of Kings, Prov. xxi. 1. Why 
not with yours? General Preaching, without ſpecial Ap- 
plication, uſed to be much complained of by honeſt Peo- 
le in the Days I have ſeen. Now even ſome Profeſſors of 
Jeſus complain of the contrary. How ſtrangely are we in 
this Reſpect changed to the worſe? 
It is true that ſome may indiſcreetly give more than is 
fit for them; and it is their Sin. So likewiſe it is indiſcreet 
and ſinful, to give more of their Time to immediate Ex- 
exciſes and Acts of Devotion than can be ſpared from their 
needful worldly Buſineſs: For God has ordained us to at- 
tend both carefully. B at go not to the other Extreme. You 
are commanded. do be diligent in your honeſt worldly Af. 


milies in this Life. Vou are alſo commanded to be earneſt 
and aſſiduous in the immediate Exerciſes and Acts of Re- 
= ligion, and to be liberal according to your Ability to the 
Poor, and for whoſe Uſe you are alſo commanded: 5 la- 
2 x * ; our, 


tion. What could be more forcible ? And the Arguments 
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bour; and hot for yourſelf and Family only, Epb. iv. 28. 
How much Time and how much Money you are to be- 
ſtow on each, depending on your particular Circumftancer, 
cannot be defined ;' and therefore it is left to your Chriſtian 
Diſcretion and judgment, in applying to your own Caſe 
the Rules and Principles eſtabliſhed in the Word of God. 
And Wiſdom, even the Wiſdom from above, is profitable 
to direct, Eccl. x. 10. If you err in the Application on 
either Side, it is your own Fault, neither chargeable on Re- 
ligion, nor on the Minifter who warmly@refied you to act 
religiouſly, and did not lead you into your Error on either 
Side, nor cormive at it. Don't blame him for your o-]I·ꝙ 
Miſapplication. But I beg leave to tell you * Op- 
pinion on comparing theſè oppoſite Errors. TO err on 
either Side is a Sin, but to err on the niggardly Side is the 
greateſt. For it is to grudge and refuſe to God his own, 
which he truſted you with for his Service; to provide for 
ourſelf in his Service in the firſt Place, and then to diſtri- 
ure the reſt in other Parts of his Service. And the nig- 
gardly Error proceeds from loving the World more than 
God. How will you part joyfully with all for Chriſt; when 
you will not part with what you have to ſpare over the need- 
ful Proviſion of you and yours? And you don't ftretch 
the Word Needſul — to Super fluous. And in ſore Cafes 
you may be called to part even with what ſeems. #eedjad. 
Before I leave this Head, let me once more ſhew how 
ſhamefully unreaſonable you are in murmuring at the Col- 
lection for Betheſda as ſo extraordinary. Do you join with 
the Church of Scorland? Then how far do you fall ſhort 
of others in Charity for what they think pious Uſes? The 
Seceders from yourſelves, and the Epiſcopalians, who about 
Queen Annes Reign began ſo generally to leave their old 
Way and take up that of the Church of England, are as 
liable for the legal Stipends of your Miniſters; as you ate 
yourſelves. Yet they alſo maintain their own Minifters, 
and hire or build Meegng-houſes for their Congregations ; 
whereof the Seceders have lately built ſeveral, and are ſtill 
building more. Yet there are very few among the Seced- 
ers but Farmers and Country People, and but few 6f the 
topping Burgeſſes, and not Half-a-dozen of the Gentry that 
I-hear of in all Scorland. It is true; their Collections go 
not out of Scotland; but they go out out of their Pockets, 
and ſo tend to impoveriſh and ſtraiten them, as much as 
vou can pretend that what you gave to Betheſda did you. 
And if you further fay, =_ they beſtow this for what wy, : 
© ph © We 
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take to be a ſettled . and the daily and weekly Ad- 
-miniſtration of the Ordinances, a more neceſſary Purpoſe 
than the Endowment of any Stranger-hoſpital. i anſwer, 
That ſo it is; yet they are not richer, nor moſt of them 
near ſo rich as you, and for all that they find wherewithal 
to do this, and do not noiſely grudge it. And if the Uſe you 
gather'd for was not ſo neceſſary as theirs is in their own 
Opinions, neither was that for which the Apoſtle Paul made al 
the Collection aboye-mentioned. Vet both were good, 
and neceſſary for them to make who had any Thing to ſpare. 
And it was ſo according to what muſt be the unprejudiced +; 
| * of all the World. Neither is Charity to be re- We 
ſtricted to the higheſt and moſt neceſſary Uſes only. There- 
fore in this noiſy Grudging you fall below our other Par- 
ties, whom you do yet reckon yourſelves far ſuperior un- 
to. And remember likewiſe, that you collected only a Wo: 
Sum, and their Collections are annual. 
Anorher pernicious Miſtake plainly implied in the Ob- 
jection is, That all the perſwaſive moving Earneſtneſs uſed 
for Mr. Whitefeld's Collections was mere human Art and 


Contrivance. This ſuppoſes him to be an artful, fly, can- 1 
ting Hypocrite, under the Shew of Simplicity and Zeal, eu 
dexterouſly applying himſelf to the Paſſions of Mankind, Wt 
and ſtirring them up for his own Ends. But I have above 


ſhew d, to impartial unprejudiced Reaſon, that he faithfully o 
applied all he got to the Uſes he collected it for, and not WD 
to his private Advantage. How then can he be ſuſpected d 
as an artful hypocritical Knave? I ſaid ſo much of this a- 
bove, that I need add nothing to it. No fair-dealing Per- 
ſon who conſiders it will adhere to this Suſpicion, which is 
a Calumny. 143 5 
But it firikes not only at Mr. Whitefield, but at the Work | 
of the Holy Spirit. That Power on Hearts which accom- 
panied the Word of God he preached, and bleſſed be the 
Lord accompanies it ſtill when preached by not a few others, 
may all have been at this Rate the Effect of human Art and 
Contrivance. If in this Caſe, why not in the reſt? But 
that it was and is the Work of the Holy Ghoſt, appears 
from the bleſſed Fruits of it. This is the Mark which our 
Lord himſelf gives, Mat. vii. 15, 23. & xii. 33. and 
1 humbly appeal to it. And you may ſee it largely evin- 
ced in the Books above referred unto. Why is not this al- 
lowed to have come from the ſame bleſſed Cauſe? Why ? Be- 
cauſe it runs croſs to a darling Sin that you are not willing 
10 part with. If any uſes this Objection who Bean to 
5 | 1 ay Out 
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zwour the late bleſſed Revival of real lively Chriſtianity, 
and attributes it to the Outpouring of the Holy Ghoſt on 
great Numbers of Perſons, How dares he now attribute 
any Part of it to the Cunning and Art of hypocritical Men? 
How dares he venture to bring in an Objection here, that 
may be carried on againſt the Whole 2 Was your own Con- 
verſion, whether lately or formerly, by the Cunning and 
n SF Art of Knaves who impoſed on your Weakneſs? Are you 
© ao to join in blaſpheming the Work of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
l, Many among the Seceders do it ignorantly. But you are 
„not ignorant. They are led away by Prejudices ariſing 
d from ſome Things they believe good. But your Prejudices 
P ſeem to ariſe from inordinate Love of Lucre, covered over 
- Mſlightly with cob-web Pretences, Have you been only a mere 
'- WE Spectator of what the Lord has lately * among us, 
of theſe Doings of the Lord which are marvelous and glori- 
a Wous in our Eyes? I almoſt hope ſo for your Sake, that your 
Guilt may be the leſs raced But if you have felt ſome 
of that bleſſed heavenly Power fall on your own Heart, 

d alas how muſt that Heart of yours be now led away b 
d the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, that allows you to venture on af- 
- Wfronting that heavenly Power? You may next be ſucceſ- 
I. fully tempted to run down all Preaching accompanied by 
l. e Power of the Spirit of God, igainſt Sins from whence 
© WMyour Lucre ariſes, The Profit of many Trades and Branches 
of Commerce will be diminiſhed to the Tradeſmen and 
Dealers, (but the National Profit and Riches will not be 
diminiſhed) if ſome Sins be curbed. Running of Goods; 
Exceſs in the Meaſure and Delicacy of Meat and Drink ; 
Profuſeneſs in Apparel and Dreſs, Houſes and Houſhold- 
furniture, Equipage, Gardens and Parks for mere Pleaſure 
only, c. When the Spirit of the Lord comes with Power 
(as he will come) in his Ordinances, and drives down 
theſe great Sins, will you, becauſe a Tradeſman or Dealer 
in the Materials of them, dare to reſiſt, and directly or 
indirectly ſpeak againſt, that bleſſed Power ? --- Perhaps you 
ave done it already ! --- O ſearch and try your Ways, and 
eturn unto the Lord ! | 
The fame very Motives ſtirred up the Heathens to op- 
poſe the Goſpel, and the Preachers and Promoters of it, 
Acts xvi. 16, &c. & xix. 23, &c. Pray how do you like your 
Company? And your Sin is much of the ſame kind with A- 
nanas's and Sapphira's, LIT could not but know. of the 
Outpouring of the Holy Ghoſt, and the wonderful Power 
of God that accompanied the Preaching and Miniſtration 

| 2 | 
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ok che Apoſtles. And if they had felt none of it, then Fr 
Example, and to be efteem'd among their Neighhours, 
muſt have had great Influence on them, ſince they alfo 
ſold their Poſſeſſions to lay down the Price at the Feet of 
the Apoſtles. But Love of that very World of which they 
were parting with ſo much, and which they might have 
kept altogether, did ſo blind them, that they thought to tt 
cheat the Holy Ghoſt, and to retain Part of 22 they pro- 
feſs d to give up wholly. Do you profeſs Subjection to the 
Goſpel, and to be ready to part with all Sin, and with all 
Things elſe for Jeſus? yet will you not part with what 
you can ſpare for the Lord's Uſe ? Would yon not confent 
and aſſiſt to beat down ſuch Sins from whence worldly Pro- 
fit ariſes to you in your Buſineſs? Here then you are keep- 
ing back from the Lord as well as Ananias and Sapphira did, 
what you profeſs to give up to him. And on the Matter 
5 do the ſame, when profeſſing to give what you can 
| ſpare in Charity, you give very much leſs. And there is 
ut this Difference materially between, your Caſe and theirs, 
that they might have kept their Poſſeſſions without direct 
Sin; but you cannot ſo 2 back what you can ſpare to 
the Lord's Uſes; you cannot but part with Profits ariſing 
from the Sins of others when the Lord is curbing them; 
you cannot act ſo but with great Sin. In this indeed theſe | 
dune Perſons ſeem to be more guilty than you, that 
their Guilt was obvious without being argued, and they 
bad ſeen much more of the Lord's Power than I ſuppoſe 
you have done. | 
Let not this fret and irritate you, and make you cry, 
This is harſh, and to puſh Things too far. But ſearch the 
Scriptares where this Doctrine is contain'd, which there- 
fore you are bound at your Peril to receive and ſubmit un- 
to. And ſearch your own Hearts, which I cannot know | 
ap by outward Signs and Conjectures. But yourſelves may 
know them by inward Feeling, as you know your own 
Skins by outward Touch ; and the Lord will diſcover to 
you the Deceits thereof, if you ask it in Chriſt Jeſus. - If 
Vou find you are guilty, be angry at yourſelf, and not at 
the Inſtruments of your diſcovering it. You owe them 8 
your brotherly Love and Prayers for it. If you are not 
guilty, they will with you bleſs the Lord for it 29 $/rd 
* Bur ſince this . is fo worthy a Thing, and fo 
much at Mr. Whitefield's Heart, why does he neglect it fo 
Jong ? why has he not gone tg it, as he faid he was imme- 
o #0 4) e& $105 $538 55 nene diatehy 
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ago: q Io . 
It is certain, that not long thereafter he took leave of his 
Friends at London and elſewhere, and he and his Wife went 
to Briſtol, and put their Things aboard a Ship of a near 
Relation of his, ready to fail to America. Something in- 
terveen'd which obliged them to delay their Voyage till 
another Occafion, and their Things were brought aſhore 
back from the Ship: He ſaid to many, that he did not yet 
underſtand this Providence, whereby he miſs'd ſo good an 
Opportunity of going to a Place he was obliged to' be at. 
The Ship fail'd in Company with ſeveral others, all which 
ſoon after at Sea were ſcattered by a violent Storm ; ſome 
if J right remember) periſhed, and the reſt got back to 
and; and among them his Friend's Ship he was to have 
fait d in, but in a very ſhattered Condition. | 
It is alſo certain by the bleſſed Event, that ever fince that 
Time the Lord has made great Uſe of him in Old-England. 
Witneſs the City of Glouceſter, and its Neighbourhood. 
Witneſs the City of Exeter, and the adjacent Villages. 
Witneſs South-Wales, the Tabernacle at London, &c. &c. 
And how much he is defired in other Places, you ſee by 
the other three Letters taken from the Weekly Hiſtory. Ma- 
ny more could be produced for all I have faid, and to 
ſhew the bleſs'd Progreſs of real Chriſtianity in England 
and Wales. But it is not my preſent Buſineſs. From this I 
anſwer the Objection directly. | | | 
It is without Controverſy that Mr. Whitefield has been 
the Lord's Inſtrument in founding and advancing that ex- 
cellent Settlement at Betheſda. Bat that is not the only 
Place at which the Lord has called him to labour ſucceſs 
fully, and be the Inſtrument of great Good. Such he was 
before he had been in Georgia, and ſuch he has been fince 
in very many Places, and ſuch he has been particularly in 
Scotland. And the Lord has provided fit Inſtruments in his 
Abſence from Bethe/da, both for the temporal and ſpiritual 
Concerns thereof, as you ſee in Mr. Joſiab Smith's Letter. 


And why ſhould not the Lord ftill employ his Servant, 


where and how he pleaſes? And ſurely it is the Servant's. 
. to follow his Maſter's Calls, to whatever Place and 

rvice he calls him. It is his Duty to apply himſelf to 
What he takes to be his Call at the Time, and to ſtop or al- 
ter his Courſe as the Lord by his Providence or otherwiſe 
diſcovers his Mind to him. You cannot deny but this is 
Mr, Whizefietd's Duty. Why then do you cenſure him — 


| | . 
following it? d ſeem to be jealous that he only makes 
this a Pretext. ow this is again to ſuſpect one to be a 
hypocritical Knave, whom you have all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe an honeſt Man. And you have in vain en- 
deavoured theſe many Years to prove him a Knave, and I 
have ſhewed your Proofs or rather .Surmiſes to be naugh- 
ty. Muſt he publiſh his Reaſons for every Step of his Con- 
uct, or fall under your Cenſure, tho' you know them not? 
The Preſumption is always for every other honeſt Man; 
but is it againſt him? Is this reaſonable, is it juſt ? 
But perhaps there are ſome ſtirred up againſt him by En- 


vy. Whoever are fo, do greatly fin; tho” it be the Sin of 
a Miriam and an Aaron. And tho' they ſeem'd to have an 


Argument againſt Moſes, - yet the Lord heard them in An- 
r, and their murmuring proud Queſtion ;. Hath the Lord 
indeed ſpoken only by Mofes ? hath he not ſpoken alſo by 
us? And the Lord, who knew beſt by whom he had ſpo- 
ken, gave an Anſwer to their envyful proud Queſtion, 
Which ſhewed their Folly and Sin. And their Puniſhment 
ſhould be remembred, Numb. xii. per tot. Deut. xxiv. . 
Why ſhould you envy, why ſhould you grudge that his and 
your bleſſed Maſter employs him more univerſally and more 


abundantly? May not your Lord employ whom he plea- 


ſes, and in what Meaſure he pleaſes? Does he not know 
what is fitteſt, and does he not do it? 'Then do not repine 
at what he does for your Brother, but bleſs him for it. And 
bleſs him for what he does for yourſelf : And be it much or 
little, you'owe it all to free Grace, and not to your Merit, 
= Whoever you be. To repine is Heart-rebellion againſt 
y Chriſt, the Head of the Church, the ſqvereign Lord of the 
Univerſe ; and it proceeds from mean, malignant, ſelfiſh 
Pride, Emulation and Envy, | 
But I foreſee that my anſwering theſe Objections againſt 
Mr. Whitefield, will bring Objections againſt myſelf. And 
if anſwering them might not tend to vindicate better 
'Things and Perſons than I, I think I would not trouble 
you with any Anſwer to them at all. 

It. will be ſaid, Why all this ado about Whitefield ? 
Does he deſervs it? Can you really think him ſo faultleſs, 
and a fine Man? Don't * know him to be a filly Fellow 
of poor Endowments, ſet up by the Giddineſs of the 1gno- 
rant deluded Mob? And what can you mean by writing 
o much about him? Do you intend he ſhould come back 
to Scotland and fleece us again? I anſwer, 21 
Why ſo much ado to calumniate and wanne 
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A 
Falſhoods againſt him, and his moſt worthy Undertakings, 
articularly at Betheſda ; and tho' the Lord has crowned his 
Labours with Succeſs ? It was great Sin in you to flander 
him, and for Things wherein he was not only guiltleſs but 
commendable. And to vindicate reproach'd - Innocence, 
and miſrepreſented Truth, is a Moral and a Chriftian Vir- 
tue. And I would gladly contribute to recover you from 
your Sin, and to prevent others from falling into it. F 
As to my Opinion of him. perſonally, it is enough for me 
at preſent that he has been traduced, tho” he had Ten thou- 
ſand Faults, and was a very filly Fellow. Every one, and 
the meaneſt, is entitled to Truth and Juſtice. I am far from 
thinking him faultleſs. I have known ſeveral excellent Per- 
ſons, but never one faultleſs; and ſome of them had great 
Faults. I know ſeveral Faults in Mr. Whitefield, and I doubt 
not but he has more which I never had Acceſs to know ; and 
I pray the Lord to diſcover them to himſelf, and by the 
Holy Spirit of Grace to humble him for them, and to root 
them out. But all this is very conſiſtent with my writing to 
defend him againſt unjuſt Aſperſions. And you ſee above, 
that I have not endeavour'd to vindicate him where he may 
have been to blame, yet to ſhew the Injuſtice of puſhing 
even _ Blame againſt him farther than it can reaſonably be 
carried. | 1 
And tho' the Queſtion,--- whether I take him to be a fine 
Man, or of poor Endowments,--- is not much more to the 
Purpoſe, than whether I take him to be faultleſs; yet in 
Juſtice to him, and becauſe it may perhaps have Influence on 
ſome with reſpect to the Cauſe he appears in ſo much, III 
as frankly tell you my Thoughts of it. I have known 
many, who, in my humble Opinion, are far better entitled 
to the Character of what is called a fine Man than Mr. 
Whitefield is, and of much larger Endowments. Yet I am 
very far from thinking him a mean filly Fellow ; I'm ſure he 
is not. And I know ſeveral valuable and excellent Qualities 
he is poſſeſſed of in a very large Meaſure; and I ſee that 
through Grace he makes a moſt worthy Uſe of them ; and 
that the Lord has made him one of the moſt uſeful Men 
in the Work of the Goſpel I ever knew. And theſe are 
vaſtly preferable to all other the fineſt Qualifications that 
-any mere human Creature can be endowed with. And on 
this Account I freely own I love and honour Mr. Whitefield, 
more than I do or ought to value many of thoſe fine Men 
with all their fine Endowments. I am required to do ſo by 
Reaſon and good Senſe, not debauch'd by Vanity and 


uſtom 


I - find ſome. of them much brighter and 


pretty Qualifications, and what they are like to grow up in- Ol 


5 1 8800 oa | 
Cuſtom, but judging of Men and Things by their teal 
Worth and Uſefulneſs to what is ſolidly beſt. 8171 
Farther, tho' his perſonal Qualifications were much in- 
erior to what they are, I believe I may rejoice (not only 
my own, but alſo) in the Infirmities and Weakneſſes of 
others, as Paul gloried in his own, when I ſee the Power of 
Chriſt reſting on them, and his Strength made perfect in 
their Weakneſs. See 2 Cor. Xii. 9, to, 11. And it muſt re- 
joice the Heart of a Chriſtian to perceive the Faith of his 
1588 not ſtanding in the Wiſdom of Men but in the Power 
of God; not produced by the enticing Words of Man's 
Wiſdom, but in the Demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
Power. This jufily advances the Glory of the Lord, and . 
aaſes human Pride and Vain- glory. And this is a practical 
Demonſtration that the Goſpel is ſupernatural and from the a1 
Lord himſelft. Hr ionen 2 ud n 
After what I have ſaid, it may at fit hearing ſound like a 
Paradox to tell you, that I have Reaſon to think Mr. hi- Wl 
eld (and very many much inferior to him) will one Day, 
which moſt certainly is to come, be a much finer Man, and 
of finer Endowments, than many of thoſe I juſt now pre- Hat 
fer d to him on theſe Accounts. The ,Reafonas not hard to ar 
find. Go into a School and converſe. 7 4 the Boys, you! 
ner Boys than the 
zeſt, and you cannot but be pleaſed with their Parts, Learn- 
ing and Quickneſs, and even with their lovely Temper, Vet, Win: 
af you obſerve them judiciouſly, you will ſee that their 


% 
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to, do better ſuit with their preſent Age and Condition, than 
they would do with full grown Manhood. And thence you 
cannot but conclude, that theſe ſine Boys will not be fine 
Nen, except they get another Caſt and other Qualifications, 
At the ſame Time you'll obſerve among the other Boys, 
ſome not near ſo bright and but little noticed, who yet on 
conſidering them more you'll. find in them the Root of the 
Qualities befitting a fine Man; and will conclude theſe Boys 
will make fine Men, when the others will make a poor Fi- 
gare. Experience every Day confirms this Obſervation, 
The Childhood muſt lead to Manhood, if Death do not 
interveen. The Childhood and School is in this Life, and 
the State of Manhood is in the next; and the two are ne- 
ceſſarily connected, and Death cannot keep the Child from 
Manhood, for it makes him a Man. He who is childithly 
bright in this Life, and has not in him the Root or Seeds of 
What befits the State of Manhood in the next, will * 
an | 8 
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ihne bel woful Creature; and the Child who at School was 
the reverſe, will be a fine Man of, noble Endowments; _ 
© I own this Conſideration pleaſes. me, and I think it of 
eat Vie, and a juſt Encouragement to the Saints to per- 
everein the deſpiſed War of Jeſus, and no more to value 
Contempt from this World, than the Mockery of pert ſaucy 
School-boys at a Man of real Worth; which they under- 
ſtand not and can never attain to, but muſt grow up to 
deſerved laſting Contempt. | 
In mie ſhould Mr. Whitefield and every one of the 
Lord's Children be taken, when diminutively and A 
ginply compared. with the fine Men of this World. Com- 
pare not their Characters, nor judge of their Endowments, 
as in this vain filly tranſitory Life, but as they will be in 
the next, which is real and excellent, and abides for ever 
and ever. And the Scripture aſſures us how they will then 
be, He who received one Pound and improved it to Ten 
Pounds for the Maſter's Behoof ſhall rule Ten Cities,” He 
who made nothing for the Maſter of the Pound he receiged, 
but miſconſtructed him and cavil'd with him, ſhall be . 
ſhed like a, Scoundrel, with all the fine Accompliſhments, 
and all his bright Parts, and the fine Reaſonings, which he 
and others fancied he was Maſter of. Then he muſt appear 
a, Fool; an ignorant miſ-judging ſelf-ſafficient Coxcomb, 


xc who hardeh'd himſelf againſt his Maſter, or in a Denial of 
u- him, and in the Preference of this Life to the next, by 1g- 
1, norant Sophiſtry and Quibbling,; See Zuke xix. 12--27, . No- 
r ching in this Life can be truly valuable, but as it can help 
n- en to a happy State in the next, and will abide. with us 
an 


nere. We are. certain, becauſe the Scripture tells us ſo, 


Ju What When they who ſleep in the Duft of the Earth ſhall 
nc wake, ſome to everlaſting: Life, and ſome to Shame and 
ns. everlaſting Contempt; they who turn many to Righteouſs 
78, eſs 175 hine as the Stars for ever and ever, Das. xii. 2, 22 
on be Perſon who ſhines ſo, and on ſuch an Account, will 
be e a fine Man indeed. Compare with him the fineſt Man in 
5 he World, Who with all his Accompliſhments has not laid 
1 


imſelf out with Earneſtneſs to turn any (nor himſelf) to 
Righteouſneſs. Can there be a greater Odds! And all the 
0: ord's People will then ſhine moſt gloriouſly: Tho" here 
hey are no leſs than the Sons of God, yet it doth not appear 4 
nc- WV hat they ſhall be (and hence their Perſons and Characters 
om re little accounted of in the blind unbelieving Workd) but 
hey know that when he appears they ſhall be like him, for they 
$ of all ſee him as he is! LF U, 2, When their 7 and 
„ Daviom 
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Saviour Jeſus Chriſt comes from Heaven, he will cha ge 
their vile Bodies that they may be faſhioned 'Tike unto his 
glorious Body, according to the Working whereby he is 
able to ſubdue all Things to Himſelf, Phil. iii. 10, 11. Even 
in this Life, Eye hath notſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have 
entred into the Heart of Man the Things which God hath 
prepared for theſe that love him, when he meets them that 
rejoice and work Righteoulheſs, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Ia. Ixiv. 4, 5. 
Even here my all with open Face, beholding as in a Glaſs 
the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, 
from Glory to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. And ſince for all this they know but in Patt 
here, what ſhall they not be, and how qualifled and endow'd, 
when that which 1s in Part ſhall be done away, and that 
which is Perfect is come? Now they ſee through a Glaſs 
darkly, but then Face to Face, and ſhall know as they alſo 
are known, 1 Cor. xiii. 9,--12, What ſhall not their Glory 
be, when Jeſus ſhall confeſstheir Names before the Father and 
his Angels; when they walk by the pure River of the Water 
of Life proceeding out of the Throne of God and of the 
"Lamb, and on either Side'of it the Tree of Life; when 
«they ſhallſee the Lord's Face, and his Name ſhall be written 
in their Foreheads ; when he ſhall give them Light, and 
they ſhall reign for ever and ever; Jeſus, glorious Jeſus, 
grauting to them to ſit with him in his Throne, even as he 
Fümſelf is ſet down with the Father in his Throne! Rev. xxi. 
1,5. & ii. 5, 21. What Appearance then will your „in 
Men make ? All the Fowls that fly in the Midſt of Heaven 
' ſhall be called to eat their Fleſh, Rev. xix. 17, 18. The 
-Lord Jeſus being then revealed from Heaven with his mighty 
Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them (even 
on our fine Men) who know not God and obey not this 
* Goſpel ; they ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction 
from the Preſence of the Lord and from the Glory of hi 
Power; they hall be ſent as curſed into the everlaſting Firc 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels, | becauſe they op- 
- prefſed and hurt even the leaſt of Jeſus's deſpiſed little ones; 
in whom at that Time Chriſt himſelf ſhall come to be glori- 
fed, and even to be admired in all them that believe, 2 
the leaſt of his little ones do! 2 Theſſ. i. J, - ro. Matth. xxy 
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all is true and certain, for the Almighty God of Truth hs 

* aſſured us of it. rel ae 
But] have a more weighty and important Reaſon ſtill fo 
„ Which is, That by We 


the Man I may remove Prejudices againſt the Cauſe he has 
been and is ſo much employed in; the Cauſe for the Sake of 
which I eſteem, love and 476 him, and that is, the Re- 
vival of real Chriſtianity with Life and Power in Brirain 
and the Britiſh Dominions, and particularly in Scotland. Tl is 
being the laſt Thing I am to trouble you with at preſent, 
and the End for which all the reſt has been wrote, allow me 
to lay before you (and but briefly for ſo copious Subjects) 
how it was with us in this Country before this Revival be- 
an; what it has already produced among us; in what 
anner and how far Mr. Whitefield has been the Lord's Tn- 
ſtrument in it. Fs | 2 
Mr. Whitefield was the Lord's Inſtrument in beginning it 
in Scotland. And the Seceders make this one Objection to 
it, he being of the Church of England, which they ſpeak 
of as the . did of Galilee, Can there come any good 
out of it? If their Objection was ſufficient (or as we ſpeak 
in Scotland relevant) it would be unanſwerable, for it is un- 
deniably true in Fact. And no Body can tell when or where 
elſe it began; and every one can tell that they faw or heard 
of it very ſoon atter he firſt preached in Scotland, and at the 
Places where he preached, It began andincreaſed with 
Poweralmoſt er he preached. And many from other 
Places did always attend his Miniſtrations wherever he was, 
Very many were awakned, and many were really brought 
into Chriſt, and many who languiſhed were quickned, and 
many who had backiliden were recovered, '\ _ = 
Single Inſtances of theſe were turn'd rare; and to find 
Numbers of them at once in any Place, was beyond the 
Memory of the younger Sort; and hence the Report of 
the more advanced in Years, of what they had ſeen of this 
kind in their Youth, was ſcarcely believed. Severals did 
ſtill talk of preaching, not with enticing Words of Man's 
Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power, 
(t Cor. ii. 4, 5.) And I believe that more retain'd a Reſpect 
for it than ventured. to ſpeak out, for fear of being laughed 
at. And bleſſed be our Lord, he had never left himſelf 
without a Witneſs among us of this Demonttration of the 
Spirit and of Power. But the Inſtances ot it were become 
00 unfrequent, and the Effects of it too weak, to be ob- 
lerved by the Publick, and ſo to be much noticed, and far 
zeſs to command the Attention of the Generality, and to 
ſtrike the Minds of maß. 
Hence the prevailing Deifn in our neighbour Cyuntries, 
prevail d among us alſo, _ there was ſtill a greater N 2 | 
2 be: 
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who tho' they did not quite reject the Scripture, yet 
700 even from thence ; hor oe draw a Reſigicn the = 
led Chriſtianity, which only improved natural Religion, 
with ſome ſcriptural Notions and Arguments. But being 
only in the Spirit and Genius of natural Religion, and not 
of Chriſtianity as revealed in the Word of God; not in the 
Spirit and Genius of that Goſpel which with the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſent down from Heaven, and which the Angels defire 
to look into (1 Pet. i. 12.) and unto whom, tho' in hea- 
venly Places, is made known by the Church the manifold 
_ Wiſdom of God, in the Fellowſhip of the ME which 
from the Beginning of the World had been hid in God, 
(Eph. iii. 9,10.) not being, I fay, in the Spirit and Genius 
of this Goſpel, it was not eſſentially beyond Deiſm. This 
nominal Chriſtianity was 1 for in Converſation, and 
- the Preachers of it were diſtinguiſhed with the Name of 
bright Men; and thoſe who preached the old Goſpel, were 
called ſtupid canting Creatures, weak Men of no Learning 
or fine Parts, And ſuch as adhered to that Goſpel, were 
looked on as filly unlearned Enthuſiaſts. Bur if any of 
them were too well known in the World to fall under this 
- Reproach, then they were virulently traduced by the bright 
Men, and more than by the openly Irreligious, as cunning 
Wade Fellows, driying on ſome ſelfiſh Deſigns under 
is Mas 15 Wa 

This nominal Chriſtianity ſeem'd agreeable enough al- 
moſt to all, but to two very different Sorts of People. 
Real Chriſtians could not poſſibly be pleaſed with this, which 
they knew from Scripture,” and felt in their Souls, to be an 
overturning Perverſion of the Goſpel, and indeed another 
Goſpel, and which would bring a Curſe on the Preachers 
of it, Gal. i. 6, — 10. And the atheiſtical, the profane, 
and the lewd abandoned Debauchees, hated whatever own'd 
aGodatall. It was the more agreeable to all but thoſe two Ne 
contrary Setts of Men, becauſe it Rave no great Diſturbance fo 
ta them, and yet ſatisfied a natural Conſcience i For it had 
as little Power and Efficacy on the Minds and Hearts, Lips 
and Lives of Men, as this kind of Doctrine has had in all 
for ig through former Ages. Nor can it be otherwiſe, 


di 


x it goes not to the Bottom neither of Sin nor of Righ- 
eouſneſs, to wit, the extreme Depravity, Corruption and 
Perverſneſs of human Nature, and the ſpotleſs meritorious 
Righteoufneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, received by that Faith in him 
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to Jeſus, This and this only has been effectual to bring 
Man from Sin to God, and no Religion elſe ever can do it. 
This ſalutary Religion was out of Faſhion, and wearing 
out of the Eſteem and Hearts of moſt People, and all the 
blefſed Goſpel-truths connected with it. And it is con- 
fels d by all and every Sort, that 72 Day increaſed among 
us, Vanity, Luxury, Love of Pleaſures, and frequent 
higher and lower Diverſions in a continued Round, indul- 
ing the Fleſh and fleſhly Mind, Contempt of Regulari 
nd Decency, and of all Reftraint and Seriouſneſs, but ay 
fecting light and ludicrous Converſation, a woful impudent 
Preference of ſordid Selfiſhneſs to A Spirit 7 ſocial 
Virtue, and laughing at all who did not ſo as old-faſhion'd 
whimſical Fools, and a Sett of Maxims ſuitable to theſe 
and all other Vices. Attending publick Worſhip began to 
be rare at Edinburgh as it had been at London among thoſe 
who, by a ſtrange and perverſe Figure of Speech, are cal- 
led the better Sort. The Worſhip of God in Families was 
wearing out among all Ranks. Meetings for Chriſtian Con- 
verſation, Prayer, and other Acts and Exerciſes of mutual 
Edification, were decayed in moſt Places, and not to 
found at all in diverſe Places where they had long flouriſh 
with much good Fruit. And how was it with many of 
our Clergy, eſpecially of the younger of them, and what 
Sort of Youths were moſt of the Students of Divinity, in 
Principle and Practice, and in the Exerciſe of their holy 
moſt important Function, and preparing for it? Alas 1 
There have been bad Things, and bad Men in all Ages, no 
doubt. But as an honeſt Man complaining of the Badneſs 
of his Times, being anſwered that there had been as ma- 
ny Rogues. in the former Age, he replied, Ay, but then 
the honeſt Men had the Lead, and now the Loons are in the 
Coach-box : So was it in the Days I ſpeak of. And I da 
not know that any Times in Scotland were ever ſo bad, 
for Infidelity and Unbelief of God and his Word, and for 
he Errors afid Vices above pointed at. Hypocriſy indeed 
annot be charged on them; for this Infidelity, this throw- 
ing off publick Spirit, theſe bad Maxims and Vices, were 
ploried in, and had the Laugh on their Side againſt real 
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hriſtianity and Virtue, 15 
But the Compariſon of Times is not very much to the 
reſent Caſe, Such was our Caſe when Mr. Whitefield came 
d Scotland; and the farther back it was ſo, the worſe for us, 
e firſt had an Invitation to come from the Seceders wha 
tracted it, ſuſpecting (what they might have known 8 
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4 fore as well as all who knew him did know) that he would 
not be for their Purpoſe, But he had alſo the Invitation 


of ſeveral worthy Miniſters and People who were far from 


retracting; and he came following the Lord's Call, which 


the Event ſhews he had. | | 
« He began among us with the ſame earneſt Aſſiduity, in 
preaching publickly, and privately preſſing in Converſa- 


tion, the great Truths of the Goſpel (which I have above 


hinted at) that he had uſed before in England and America, 
and continued always to do among us, and ſtill does whi- 
therſoever he is ſent. He urged not theſe Doctrines in a ge- 
neral Way only, but ſo as to carry them home on the Con- 


ſcience of every Perſon, and to lead all Perſons to enter 


into their own Hearts and ſee what was there ; whether they 


had yet been made to receive Jeſus Chriſt as freely offered 
in the Goſpel, whether Chriſt was formed in them, and his 
Love conſtrained them to all Holineſs of Heart and Life, 
and to quit all Sin and their vain Converſation ? This was 
accompanied with Power, and another Call than the 
Preacher's was heard and felt; ſo that Awaknings, Con- 
victions, Converſions, Revivings, and Returnings were 
ſoon obſerved in many, and not confined to one Place or a 
few Places; for with this Meſſage and Power he was ſent, 
within the Space of a few. Months, to many Places, South. 
North and Weſt from Edinburgh; and many from diſtant 
Places went and heard him at theſe ; and ſeverals carried back 
to their own Refidences, Sparks of the holy Fire which had 
fallen upon themſelves. A. 
This bleſſed Fire which the Lord kindled by Mr. White- 
field did not go out when he went from us back to England, 


becauſe the Spirit of God left us not, but, to the eternal 


Praiſe of his glorious Grace, was farther poured out. A 
good while q = Mr. Whitefield was gone, and before he re- 
turn'd to us next Summer, it broke out in Places where he 
had never been. The Report of what the Lord wrought 
by him had reached them, and ſome few of the People 
had heard him elſewhere; but exceeding few in ſome of 
the Places where it broke out moſt fignally. And People 
had heard him from other Places, where it had no diſcer- 
nible Effect. The Lord works when, and where, and how, 


by whom, and on whom,  he' pleaſes, Of the firſt Son 4; 
were Cambuſlang'and Kilſyth, and ſeveral Pariſhes near, 25 
alſo in ſome pretty diſtant from them. And indeed it broke 


out at Cambuſtang and Kilſyth, &. with greater Force * 


were converted and made new Creatures, whether they 
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Het than had been Ci, at any of the Places Mr. 
hire feld preached at, even when he was there, An Ac- 
count of Cambuſtang, Kilſyth, exc. you have better than 
Fean give you, in what has been publiſhed by Mr. Robe, 
Mr. Webſter, exc. and what I hope will be publiſh bed by Mr. 
William M Culloch Miniſter of Cambuſtang. ps 
With Cambuſlang and Kil/yth (the firſt in Clyd/dale, and 
the other on the Weſtern Confines of the Shire of Stirling), 
1 might with great Reaſon join Mathil in the Shire of Perth, 
on the Borders of the Highlands, and 25 Miles or 26. 
N. by E. of Kilſyth. But cho I have ſtrong Evidence that 
the Lord has wrought Wonders of Grace in that and ſome 
adjacent Places, I am not fo particularly informed about 
it, and therefore I torbear. But bleſſed be God J have ſure 
Proof, that the Preſence and Power of the Lord is in di- 
verſe Places now felt in his Ordinances with much Efficacy. 
Let Heaven and Earth, and all the Worlds he has made, 
and every Thing therein, join in praiſing, magnifying and 
bleſſing him, with loving and joyful Hearts through all 
Eternity. Amen! Amen!” | 1 
That in the Manner and Order above ſet forth, the bleſ- 
ſed Revival of real Chriſtianity with Life and Power did 
lately begin and proceed in Scotland, has not been, and 
cannot be, denied by any ingenuous and impartial Obſerver 
and Relator of it. Hiſtorical Truth requires to narrate 
Things juſt as they paſſed. And Love to the Cauſe re- 
quires it no leſs. The Reaſon ſtands on an infallible Prin- 
ciple. The Way that the Lord takes in Working is ſurely 
the beſt, and therefore is the moſt eaſily defended ſolidly ; 
for it is the Contrivance and Effect of infinite Wiſdom and 
= Grace. And therefore, if I ſhould endeavour to mince the 
latter with reſpe& to Perſons or Things, in hopes to avoid 
che + * of . Oppoſers, I ſhould act fooliſhly and 
nrunly. | | 5 | ine 
Before I end, I beg leave to examine another very odd 
Objection made againſt this bleſſed Work and the Promo- 
Pers of it by ſome virulent Oppoſers. Soon after their firſt 
Oppoſition they called it Enthuſiaſm, on Pretences filly in 
hemſelves, and inconſiſtent with the former Profeſſion of 
heir whole Lives, But finding this to be a Foundation too 
Wy cak for ſuch a Work, they next attributed it to the Power 
f the Devil, to mere Enchantment and Satanical Influence, 
Alas for the Men who preſume to ſpeak ſo ! But then this 
= cry Objection ſuppoſes and owns, that there is a Power 
the Work beyond Nature. The Q | 


75 ' . 1 ( 48 “ 
WE heh is only, Whither this fupernaturilPoweris from Godt 
or the Devil? If it is not from the Devil, it muſt be from 
9 the Lord. That it is not from the Devil, but from the Lord, 
bas been proved by Mr. Robe, Mr. Webſter, exc, beyond 
what the Qppoſers have anſwered, or ever can anſwer in 
good Senſe, and on Chriſtian Grounds.  _. | * 
Our bleſſed Lord Jeſns, who endur d ſuch Contradiction 
of Sinners againſt himſelf. (Heb. xii.” 2.) has left to us his 
own Vindication. from this foul and falſe Aſperſion; and 
to the End of the World it will ſtand good to vindicate his 
true Servants from the like. Pray confider impartially Mat. 
Ix. 34. & x. 24, 25, 26. & Xii. 24. 32. Mark ii. 
22,-——— 30. Luke xii. to. In this Age the Devil in this 
Keſpect has wrought variouſly. * He has brought it to be 
faſhionable to deny his own Exiſtence and Operations, be- 
canfe teſtified of in the Scriptures, and that Men might be 
the lefs aware of him. Vet he and his Influence is too vi- 
fible in the Wickedneſs of very many. Others who deny 
not his Exiſtence and Operations, attribute thereto blaſphe- 
maufly the bleſſed Working of the Holy Ghoſt. But Satan 
Will never be really, againſt himſelf... He may concur; te 
relieve one from a bodily diabolical Poſſeſſion ; but will not 
concur to enter the ſtrong Man's Houſe, and bind him, and 
then ſpoil his Hcaſe and Goods. The firſt may be where 
there is not Grice, and therefore the Man delivered from 
the bodily Poſſeſſion may ſtill be under the Power of Satan. 
But in the other he is really taken from the Devil, and 
brought under the Power of the Lord. This the Devil will 
wy never concur with. Now he is bound, and his Houſe and 
Goods ſpoil'd, in many Hundreds and Hundreds of Souls 
brought into Chriſt, and therefore not by a diabolical Spi- 
r, but by the Power of Gd. 1 
It was lately preached among the Oppoſers, that Mr. 
Whitefield was an Enchanter and a Sorcerer, having been 
bred at the Univerſity of Oxford, where the Black Art and 
Balaam's Magick were publickly taught. This is too grofly 
_ ridiculous to be confuted. Yet it impreſſes the Minds of 
Ignorant Country People, and even of others who might BW": 

be thought incapable to liſten, in the ſmalleſt Degree of 


2 1 5 — * — — 4 55 * l 


n 


S 


* | 49 | 1 
attiſcuonſty—-The Humour of our Day, and particu⸗ 
uy in England, is to laugh at Magick, and every Thing 
teming beyond the ordinary Courſe of Things; How then 
an it be publickly taught at Oxford ? — An t ĩt is not 
ither at Oxford nor Cambridge, is as notorioufly known 
ver all England, and to very many in Scotland who have 
2en, and have ſome Intereſt; there, and over all Europe, 
for theſe two Univerſities are famous in every Place where 
ere is Learning) as it is notorious in this Town that Magick 
not publickly taught in the Univerſity of Edinbargh, on 
at the Steeple of the Trone- church does not ſtand on the 
Top of Arthur's Seat. | 7 

If now this Aﬀertion be reſtricted to private „ 
affords no Manner of Objection. None but the focht, 
icked Teachers or Learners of Magick, or the Conni vers 
it, or ſuch who know but cannot prove it, or are not able 
Wo proſecute, and therefore hold their Peace, can know where 
is privately taught. It may be taught 1 the 
WF laces where there are Seceding Meeting-houles. tif it 
ere proved to be ſo actually it would not be a good Ob 
cion againſt the Seceding Miniſters and Preachers at theſe 
Wlaces, nor prove that they are Students or Practitioners - 
= Balaam's Magick. You might as well fay they are private 
Vhoremongers, Adulterers, Drunkards, Thieves, c. be4 
Wauſe where they preach there are ſuch Perſons. Why chen 
it made an Objection to Mr. Whitefield or any of his Bre- 
ren? There is not any Shadow of Proof pretended that 
e ever ſtudied or practiſed Magick. The only Thing al- 
aged for a Reaſon is, that he ſo powerfully perſwades 
moves the People, that ir muſt be by Enchantment and 
jorcery. But the Effects and Fruits of it prove it to be by |. 
he holy and bleſſed Spirit of the Lord. This brings us 
ack to the ſure and genuine Marks of a Work of the Spirit of 
od, for which I again refer you to the Scriptures and Books 
bove-quoted; and ſo this Objections comes to nothing. 

But I cannot diſmiſs it without earneſt Intreaties to thoſe 
ho inſiſt on it. Lay the Texts above-quoted to Heart; 
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ich Aces v. 34. to the End. Stand in holy reverend Awe 
f the 1 of God. Dread to reſiſt or grieve the Holy 
d WPpirit of God, or to affront and blaſpheme him. And tho 
|| 9 ou do none of theſe from Malice againſt God, yet to 
„e led into them by Prejudice againſt any of his Servants 
y Ath whom you are forced to acknowledge there is a ſu- 


Wernatural Power, is a dreadful Thing: © Beware of your 
n Danger. You may be left to yourſelves; and the Do 
Ba uſton 
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luſion you ſo liberally charge on others. Beware of the 
unpardonable Sin. Be not more venturouſly preſumptuous 
than the Jewiſh Doctor Gamaliel was. And, ſo far as I re- 
member, I never heard nor read of any who ſo obſtinatel 
continued to attribute to the Devil a Work that has ſo muc 
of the Appearance, at leaſt, and diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
the Holy Ghoſt (after all the Objections you have made to 
it) and that only on account of ſuch Differences as are be- 
tween you and ſome Miniſters employed to begin and carry 
on this Work. 

That you will not gig. pts peer” inform yourſelves of 
the Facts, which you have eaſy Acceſs to do, and will hardly 


believe what you cannot but ſee and hear, ſtrange as it is, 


yet is not new. Neither is it new to put perverſe Gloſſes 
on what you ſee and hear, that you may not be conſtrain'd 
either to own the Truth or your Sin in oppoſing it. We ſee 
all this in the Jeus we read of John ix. tot. And in vain 
muſt you ftrive to impoſe on happy Souls that have. been 


5 effectually wrought on; for the Anſwer given to the Jews 


by the Man born blind and brought to ſee, v. g. and what 
is ſaid John x. 20, 21. will apply to their Caſe, and defend 
them againſt .all your Cavils. Nor is it new for Men 


' Who have been in Repute for Religion, to turn real Ene- 


mies to it, if not deſignedly, yet by being led thereto by 
a Train of Accidents and Circumſtances, and by Unwatch- 
fulneſs, too flight Obſervation and Judging of their own 
Hearts, and too high Conceit of their Attainments and La- 


bours, and of themſelves on account thereof. And there- 


fore what our Lord Jeſus ſaid, John ix. 39, 40, 41. is moſt 
ſeriouſly to be laid to Heart with great Humility and. Im- 
—_— Pray read theſe Words, and remember whoſe 
the) are. 5 | 

- After all this, I believe it would be very fit to confider 
more particularly what is the State of Religion and real 
Chriſtianity among us at preſent, and how that various 
Sorts of People ſtand affected towards it: What the Pro- 
feſſors of it, and particularly ſuch as have felt this bleſſed 
Revival, ſhould ſpecially beware of, and what they are 
ſpecially call'd unto at this Time. But I have not now 


Time to write of theſe Things. Yet they are of great Im- 


portance; and if not conſider'd in Time, we may find 
ourſelves gone back, and the Shadows of the Evening 
ſtretched over us, before we are ſenſible of it. May there- 
fore my dear Brothers and Sifters in our God and Saviour 


| Jeſus lay them to Heart, and by the Word and Spirit re- 


ceive 


by 
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ceive Light and Guidance what the Iſrael of God in Great 
Britain ought now to do. | | 

In the mean Time, let me humbly beg to recal a few - 
Things to their Conſideration. 

You are called forth to teſtify in this Age for Jeſus, for 
Chriſtianity ; not nominal, - but real; not for the Name 
which none denies to be, but for the Thing itſelf, which 
Deiſts deny, and which nominal Chriſtians do not own in 
the Reality thereof, becauſe not in the Life and Power of 
it: And therefore to teſtify for the Reality of the Effects. 
thereof, the Work of Grace in the Soul of Man, and the 
Lord's Communications to the Soul, and the Goſpel-holi- 
neſs flowing from thence in all manner of Converſation. 
The Wickedneſs of very many teſtifies that they have not 
Faith. And many fay that there is indeed no ſuch 11 
as you call Faith, but that all is Fancy and Dream. And 
they cannot be practically convinced that ſuch a Thing 
really exiſts, but by real Inſtances of Perſons in whom it is 
actually and really ſeen. It will not avail to tell them, that 
ſuch Perſons were in former Ages of the World, it ſuch ' 
are not in it ſtill, For, if not in it now, the Lord's Pro- 
miſe muſt have fail'd,--Lo, I am with you alway, even un- 
to the End of the World, Mat. xxvili 20. and the Gates of 
Hell muſt have prevailed againſt his Church, Mat. xv. 18. 
The Lord's Power or Mercy or Wiſdom to carry on theſe 
blefled Effects, muſt be ſhortned, which is impoſlible in 
God. And therefore either Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher 
of that Faith from whence proceed all theſe bleſſed Effects, 
is not God; or theſe Effects are not the Works of God, and 
Chriſtianity muſt therefore be a Chimera, and an «nopera- 
tive Religion good for nothing but empty Talk, which is 
nothing, a mere Cheat. But there being real Inſtances of 
all this, really and actually ſeen in many Perſons, turns all 
the quite contrary Way, and renders ſuch Inſtances viſible 
Evidences and Proofs of Chriſtianity, liable to the Obſer- 
vation of every one, high and low, rich and poor, learned 
and unlearned, and every one is capable to perceive and 
feel the Force thereof. | 
You are theſe Perſons ! By you the Teſtimony of Jeſus 
is kept up in this Age, and handed down to the next! 
The more Faith and Holineſs ſhine in your Life, the more 
that the Fruits of the Spirit ripen and abound in you, you 
are the more perceptible and convincing, the ſtronger and 
the clearer Evidence for * Lord Jeſus, and the more 


* 
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oyful Reaſon have you with Truth to fing triumphantly; 


We are thy living Witneſſes, 
Who teſtify that thou | 
Art Sinners Righteouſneſs and Peace ; 
- For we have prov'd thee ſo! | 
(Hymns for religious Societies, exc. Hym. 9. Lond. 1742.) 


This is the greateſt moſt important Service and the hi 
Honour which you can be called and promoted to on 
Earth. And your Rejoicing that you are called forth be- 
fore Angels and Men thus to witneſs for Jeſus, could not 
þe, if you had not Ground to rejoice that your Names are 
written in Heaven, Luke x. 20. This is a Witneſſing for the 
Lord that cannot be ſeparated from true Charity, (1 Cor. 
xiii. 3.) and which is not a farther Gift than Believing, (Phil. 
i. 29.) but is included in, and neceſſarily flows from, Be- 
lieving, in whatever Situation you be, and whether in a 
calm or ſuffering State. eee 
Now, my dear Friends, would you not only brighten 

our own Evidences for eternal Glory, but the Evidence 
that yourſelves are in behalf of Jeſus the Lord of Glory, 
what manner of Perſons ought you to be, in ſtrong work- 
ing Faith and conſtant univerſal Holineſs? Every Thing 
that weakens the Proof of the Reality of your Faith and 
Holineſs, weakens the Proof they afford for Jeſus Chrift ; 
as whatever makes them more iſfuſtrions, renders that 
Proof more firm and ſhining, If you draw back, you re- 
duce them both to very little. And'if you fall off, both 
are gone. And all Sorts of Oppoſers will turn you to an 
Objection againſt all that you had been a Proof of to this 

ge and to ſucceeding Ages, if you had perſevered and 

een ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord. Can your Heart burn with dear Love 
to Jeſus your God and Saviour, and bear the Thought, that 
with preſent and future Deiſts, and nominal Chriſtians, you 
yourſelf are tobe an Objection againſt him, and the Reali- 
ty and Power of his Grace ? And ampli the Seceders you 
are to be an Objection againſt the Truth and Reality of the 
late bleſſed Revival. All is for your Sake to be repreſen- 


ted as Fancy, as Enthuſiaſm, as Diabolical. By you mult 


fuch Offence come. On your account muſt thoſe dear 
Souls, who have really and truly embraced Jefus Chriſt by 
the effectual working of the Holy Ghoſt, be laughed at, 
| anger'd Wage i 290 run ee e ee 
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Futhufiaſts, or given up to ſtrong Delufion, and believing 
a Lie, and tothe Power of Satan, to whoſe Operation the 
Work of the Holy Ghoſt will blaſphemouſly be attributed, 
Have you any Love to Jeſus? Does no Horror ſtrike your 
Heart at his being oppoſed and the Work of his Spirit ? 
What then muſt ſeize you at your own ſelf's being the Rea» 
fon of-it ? 841 . | 

The Seceders deny not Jeſus nor his Grace in general. 
But left a viſible unanſwerable Proof ſhould ftrike the Eyes 
and Minds of all againſt their Seceſſion from the Church of 
Scotland, from which they faid the Holy Ghoſt had depar- 
ted, they were wofully induced to deny this late great and 
glorious Outpouring of the bleſſed Spirit on ſuch Numbers 
in that Church. And thereby they labour to take from Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and from the Work of his Grace, all theſe Wit» 
neſſes, and to deprive this Age and ſucceeding Ages of the 
Proof they afford. And, in attempting this, they have 
uſed hard Speeches (fuch Speeches are mentioned, Jude, 
v. 150 And not indeed hard but very ſoft, yer their beſt, 
Arguments, againſt this Work of God, equally applicable 
10 all bleſſed and glorious Outpourings of the Holy Ghoft 
that ever have been among us formerly or lately ; and which 


Lon far conſequential to themſelves) they object alſo to the 


,ord's Work in England, Wales and America, and ſo join 
Hands with ſuch Men they formerly ſeem'd moſt averſe. 
from; but moſt inconſequential to, and inconſiſtent with, 
what themſelves ſeem'd to be, before they were wofully 
induced thus to change in the greateſt Things for the Sake 
of the ſmaller, for the Sake as they groundleſly imagined ' 
of the ſmaller; for not a few who with Aftoniſhment hear 
what they now ſay of this Work of the Lord, do well 
remember what they ſaid of the like Things formerly, 
what they aſſerted and argued for, how they preached and 
— they prayed. And are you, even yon, by drawing 

ck or falling off, to miniſter a new Handle to them to 
hurt themſelves and miſlead others, and ſtill to reſiſt the 
Work of God? O that none of you may be of them who 
-draw back unto Perdition, but of them that believe to the 
ſaving of the Soul! Heb. x. 39, | 

Some other Things I humbly beg to put them alfo in Re- 
membrance of in the mean Time. TROY 

All who have felt, and all who have aſſiſted in, this bleſſed 
Work, are embarked in the ſame Veſſel. One and the ſame 
Cauſe is the Cauſe of every one of them. And in this Re- 


ſpect they mult ink or ſwim together, or elſe deſert 1 
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and ſo make Shipwreck of the Faith. The Cauſe is no other 
than real genuine Chriſtianity in the Life and Power of it, 
and not any Party whatſoever. Hence it neceſſarily follows, 
that they muſt adhere to one another, in adhering cloſly to 
their glorious Head Jeſus. And the Scripture is ſo full and 
plain on this, that I need not enforce it. But this Union is 
endanger'd many Ways. May I preſume to point at ſome 
of them? WS: 
Some who deſervedly get a Vogue and much Approbati- 
on, may ſometimes turn too obſtinate in following their 
own Minds and Wills on particular Occaſions. And ſome- 
times others, for Want of as clear Apprehenſion and Senſe 
of Duty, and of preſent Duty, and perhaps of the Duty re. 
particularly incumbent on that Perſon, may blame him on War 
this Head when he deſerves it not, or more than he deſerves, C0 
This creates a ſecret Grudge on both Sides, and flackens in 
their Earneſtneſs in joint and mutual Aſſiſtance, and breeds WIT 
Complaints, which if vented in publick or inſinuated, do th 
eat Hurt. And if 4t makes not a Breach or Diviſion, yet m 
it tends towards it; and it introduces firſt a Contentedneſs, ge 
and then a Deſire that they may not meet, nor be particular- he 
ly concerned with one another, but to be better ſatisfied with th 
' a Sort of general Correſpondence, that does not intereſt H 
them in one another's Concerns. Love then is at a low Ebb, di 
and will run off quite if the Lord do not interpoſe. Ol 
If for Fear of Reproach, or from any ſecret Diſguſt, you 
wrongfully draw back from ſuch as the Lord employs in his 
Work, or ſlight them, or turn captious ; then the ſame Cor- 
ruption of Heart, the ſame Inducements that lead you to 
this, do prepare your Heart and lead you to turn ſlack as to 
the Work itſelf, and to retire gradually from it. Beware of 
bad Beginnings ! | LEES! 
Imprudences and Miſconducts in ſpeaking or acting, Par- 
tiality with reſpect to Perſons one converſes with more 
than with others, and perhaps for ſilly Reaſons, and alſo 
laying it much to Heart or being uneaſy at it on the other 
Hand, and many ſuch little Things, too many only to men- 
tion here, have been found to have great and bad Effects. 
How filly Creatures are we Men and Women! And by what 

Trifles are we moved! | 
Too high a Value ſet on any Perſon or Perſons is a great 
and fooliſh Sin. I have ſeen ſome never appear ſo pertectly 
pleaſed, as when ſpeaking of their Favourites, and ſpeaking 
of them ſo as if the eſteeming them were the Mark of a 
Chriſtian, and as if one of their Ends in religious Diſcourſe 
| * Was 
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vas to praiſe them, or ſome Things they had ſaid or done. 
his is not to expreſs juſt Love, Eſteem and Regard for 
orthy uſeful Perſons, but it is a filly Fondneſs like a young 


Girl's to her Lover whom ſhe loves. And it does Hurt to 
others; and often it fares the worſe with the Perſon over- 
doated on, that you are ſo fond of him. This is often to be 
ſeen among all Parties and Setts of Men; and I know not 


which could caſt the firſt Stone. & 2 
We muſt not countenance the Sins and Faults, nor approve 
the Weakneſſes and Infirmities, of any Perſons whoſoever, 
be they otherwiſe never ſo worthy and uſeful. Nor yet are 
weto run down, cry out againſt, and revile, or ſpread, or' 
receive, Surmiſes againſt worthy People for them. Theſe 
are Tranſgreſſions which I beg Pardon to ſay are ſcandalouſſy 
common, even among thoſe who feem to be of the Good 
in all Setts. And when talked to on this Subject, their 
Thoughts are ſo general and ſo little dire&ed to Practice, 
that they ſeem to want a particular Direction. TI tell you 
mine; I with it may be good for you. When therefore 
good People's Sins, Faults and Infirmities are on the Carpet, 
how are you, how ought you to be, affected towards 
them? You do not deny nor palliate them in your own 
Heart, nor yet do you exaggerate them, nor delight to 
dwell on them, nor have you an Itch to ſpeak of them to 
others, nor do you ſpeak of them but in ſo far as it is Duty 
and may do good. Thus it goes in your Heart, and thus 
you do, yon be right. And how then ſhould you ſpeak 
of them? Why, in the Manner that you think of them, 
if you be right difpoſed. You ſee they are true, and you do' 
not leſſen nor magnify them in your Heart beyond the 
Truth, with all their Extenuations or Aggravations ; you 
paſs a juſt Judgment on them in Compaſſion and Love, and 
ou eſteem reſpect and love the Perſons notwithſtanding. 
our Converſation ſhould be a Tranſcript of your Heart; 
let it be ſo here, and if your Heart be right ſo will your 
Converſation be. | | | 
But the Heart is wrong, and hence ſo much Sin with the 
Tongue in ſpeaking of ſuch Perſons Sins and Failings. 
Therefore beware of misjudging. Take heed that your 
Cenſure proceeds not from your own Miſtakes in Religion, 
or from your Miſtakes in Fact. Take heed that you carry 
not your Cenſure too far, or that you draw not wrong 
Conſequences from it, and make undue Uſe of it, even 
When it is in itſelf well founded. Beware that you have 
not taken a Diſguſt at the Perſon, and that your OO 
OWS 


36 ) 
flows not from a ſecret Prejudice taken at ſomething juſtly: Thi 
ſaid or done, that may tend to leſſen your outward Profit, ' 
Pleaſure or fancied Honour, or to croſs ſome favourite No- for 
tion, Conceit or Defign of yours. Hence your Heart ma con 
entertain Cenſure and-Diſguſt at the Perſon, to leflen his the 
Credit with others, which is a Satisfaction to your Reſent- wh 
ment, and may keep his Sentiments from ſpreading ;- or tg. on 
leſſen his Credit with yourſelf, that his Arguments and Ad- Fiz 


monitions, fo troubleſom to your reluctant Mmd, may give Ch! 
you the leſs Diſturbance, or be baniſhed from it. If you ſen! 
are acquainted with your own Heart, you know it can Sup 
thus infinuate Prejudices upon you, and even when it dares © Miter 
not own it directly to yourſelf ! eſpecially when under tak 
Temptation. And when are we not? how rarely free or! 


from it in one or other Degree or Meaſure ? And this is a Buy 


Temptation. | ; anſ 
If you tell me, that moſt of all theſe are but common oY 
Obſervations ; why repeat them? I anſwer, Becauſe you let 
do not obſerve them, and have great need to conſider them fel 
better than you have done. If they are common, and yet il Co 
you have not well underſtood nor obſerved them, the grea- An 
3 — — your Shame and Sin. Pray learn and do better hence- wr 
The Account of the Baptiſm of Mr. Whitefield 's Child. of 
was with the foregoing Letters when ſent from London, an 
and in the Order all are placed above. I believed it would abe 
be agreeable and edifying to ſome; as I hope an Account wh 
of the ſerious and ſolemn Performance of that Sacrament Pf, 
will always be. And the gracious Providence briefly rela- 29 
ted on the Margin, is noticeable ; and ſuch Inſtances have 2 
often been bleſſed to encourage and ſtrengthen the Faith the 


of others, as well as of the immediate Objects of the Mer- Ti 
cy. May the publiſhing of this have that Effect abun- : 
dantly with very many ! I was not to have faid a Word or 
of this Baptiſm ; but a Chriſtian Friend tells me it is alſo be- ne 
come a Subject of Cenſure and Reproach, becauſe Mr. FI 
Whitefield, tay they, is ſo conceited of himſelf, that he WI 
would not employ another Miniſter to perform it. Thoſe 
who ſay ſo, I ſuppole have as little particular Information 
about this Baptiſm as I have, which is none at all but what 
you have above. And I may more ſafely anſwer than 
they can cenſure at a Venture. None will wonder that he 
chuſed to have his Son baptized among his own Friends and 
People at the Tabernacle. And'tis very probable there was 
not in London at the Time another Miniſter belonging 8 2 
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The reſt of the Aue keep much in the Coun- 
try. I really do not know whether it be uſual in Augland 
for 4 Miniſter to baptize his own Child. But there is no In» 
congruity in it; and it is eaſy to do it among them, where 
the Cuſtom is, that the Child is delivered to the Miniſter 
who is to baptize it, and he holding it in one Arm pours 
on the Water with his other Hand. And the Father's bap- 
tizing his own Child cannot look odd there; for in the 
Church of England when two or three Miniſters are pre- 
ſent at the Celebration of the other Sacrament, the Lord's 
Supper, tho' it were eaſy for the one of them to adminis 
ter it to the other, yet the Miniſter chiefly concern d firſt 
takes it to himſelf, and then gives it to the other Miniſter 
of Miniſters, and then all join in giving it to the People, 
But I own that it is too trifling a Subject for the Preſs, to 
anſwer ſuch a little Cenſure. + 
After I had begun to write this Poſtſcript, a worthy Friend 
let me ſee the Copy of a Letter from Betheſda to Mr, White- 
feld of à later Date than Mr. Joſiah Smith's, whereof it is a 
Confirmation, and gives à further Account of that Place. 
And therefore it is hereto ſubjoined, with a Note that was 
wrote on it by Mr. Whrtefield's own Hand. The Objecti- 
ons that may be made to the. religious Concern taken Notice 
of in it are the ſame that have been made to the like here, 
and ate anſwered in the Books oftner than once referred unto 
above. Nor without any Anſwer will they ſtumble thoſe 
who underſtand and feel the Force of ſuch Scriptures as theſe, 
Pſal. xx 8.34 4: & xxxviii. 8. & cxix. 131. Acts ii. 37. & xvi: 
29, 30, 31. & xxiv. 24, 25. Song ii. 5. & v. 4, 6. & VL 
tz. 1 Pet. i. 8. 1 John i. 4. and who are acquainted with * 
the Experiences of the Loid's People in antient and modern 
Times, or indeed with human Nature. „ 
It has been none of my Ends in Writing either to pleaſe 
or to diſpleaſe any Perion or Party whatſoever. My ear- 
neſt With- and Deſire has been, to do * Good. And 
1 have, in Dependence on Jeſus Chriſt, endeavoured to 
write under the Impreſſion of that Text in Fob I ſpoke of 
at the Beginning, Fob 'xlii. 7, 8. Wherein I have failed 
or kranſgreſſed, © may the Lord pardon it, and prevent 
any Hurt that may thence arife ! If what I have wrote 
do any real Good, I defire not your Praiſe, (but bleſs the 
Lord) and I fear not your Cenſure and Reproach. The 
Eſteem and Praiſe of Men is as agreeable and ſweet to the 
Corruption of my Heart as it is to yours. But I'm afraid 
of it, left Lfhould love the Praiſe of Men more than the 
Praiſe of God, and (pence ſhould be induced not to 2 
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own Glory, and our Good. We have indeed had a g's 


X | 5 | 
fefs Jeſus my God and Saviour, and his righteous Ways; 
Journ Xii. 42, 43. And our blefſed Lord himſelf put this 
rong and piercing Queſtion, containing the ex refs Denial 
of what is asked, John v. 44. How can you believe, who 


receive Honour ont of another, and ſeek not the Honour 


that cometh from God only? But on this Score I think I am 
pretty ſafe. I expect no Praiſe; and I am well enough 
ro 9 bs with the World to know, that to write on ſuch 
Subjects, and in the Manner, and with ſuch Sentiments as 
J have done, is very far from the Road to Praiſe; but is 
the high Way to be laughed at, contemned and reproached, 
1 humbly believe I know pretty well all that can he faid 


_ againſt me on this Account by Deiſts, nominal Chriſtians, 


or other Ades: and know it in good Reaſon to be of 


no Value. I have plainly told my own Thoughts and Sen- 
timents, and the Reaſons that convince and perſwade my- 


ſelf. If without returning a ſolid Anſwer, requiring a ſolid 
Reply, you return Scoffs and Revilings, then I'll ay no 


more than Job (xx1. 3.) intended to fay to ſuch after he 
ſhould have ſpoken,---- Mock on. 


Copyof two LETTERS from Mr. Bar- 

ber, Superintendent of the Spiritual Af- 
fairs at the 1 in Georgia, to 
the Reverend Mr. George Whitefield. 


Betheſda, May 31. 1743. 


_ My dearly beloved Brother, | 
: OUR very unexpected Letter of March 1ſt came to 

us laſt Week, but three Days after we had received 
thoſe of January laſt. And what can I ſay, my 
dear Brother, about your long Abſence from us? Shall ! 


judge you? God forbid ! The very Thought even breaks 


my Heart, and melts me into.a Flood of. Tears: Surely 1! 


becomes me to ſay, I is the Lord, and let him do what 
ſeemeth him good. His Will is always good. I believe the 
Lord has kept you ſo long; yea, and he. will keep you 
till you have fulfilled your OTE, Then may you be 
reſtored to us again, by the Will of God, in the Fulneſs of 
the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for we long to ſee 


you, and embrace you in the Arms of Love. od has 
already, I truſt, over-ruled not only your Stay, but many 


other Trials we have met with in your Abſence, to his 
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fed Time of it at Betheſda. Fri Spring many can Join 
with me, and ſay, Lo! the Winter is paſt, the Rain is over 
and gone, the Flowers appear on the Earth, the Time 4 the 
Singing of Birds is come, and the Voice of the Turtle is heard. 
in our Land, even in Betheſda. Methinks I hear you a 

again and again, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me, bleſs his holy Name: Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not all his Benefits to me, and my dear Family. 
Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my Houſe, that thou 
haſt brought me hitherto? Indeed, my dear Man, I think! 
never wanted to ſee you here half ſo much for any Thing, 
as that you might ſee the Glory of the Lord in this Houſe 
of Mercy, may I not fay, in this Houſe of Glory ? and 
that you might join with us, as well as excite us, to exalt 
the Name of the Lord alone in this the Day of his Power. 
I have often ſaid to you in my Heart, as you did in one 
of your Letters from Scotland; „Was you here, you 
* would be in a Strait whether to go to Heaven, or to ſtay 
« and ſee the Kingdom of Heaven come down upon 
% Earth.” Bleſſed be the Lord for what your Eyes have 
ſeen. in that Land; for what he has done for you and b 

you. May the Bleſſing of many Souls ready to periſh re 

upon you, and they be your eternal Crown of Rejoicing. 
Amen. But I am perfwaded, now you have heard that the 
Lord has been working among us, you will expect of me 
that I ſhall give you a particular Account thereof; but 1 
ſhould much exceed the Bounds of à Letter, if I ſhould 
write the one Half of what I could tell you were you here. 
I perceived an uncommon Concern among our Girls the 
greateſt Part of laſt Winter, and did frequently meet with 


them privately to pray with and teach them; and they 


were much affected with a Senſe of their loſt and periſhing 


Condition by Nature. But, on one Lord's Day in Februa- 


7 laſt, the Work of the Lord began to appear more pu- 
blickly and evidently among us: In the Time of publick 
Service, one of the Girls was ſtruck by the Word, and 
cried out bitterly till the publick Worſhip was ended; but 

her Cries did not end here; No; but ſhe continued crying 
Day and Night the greateſt Part of the Week; and it was 
not long before ſhe had others to join with her. Never 
did I ſee any Souls that appeared to be more diſtreſſed, or 
more earneſt in ſeeking the Lord; they ſeemed indeed as 
if they would take the Kingdom of Heaven by Force; 
they had very lively and awful Apprehenſions of Hell, 


and were not only convinced that they juſtly deferved to de 


ſent 


* 


ſent there for their Sins, bug, ſeem'd, for ſome conſiderably 
Time, to think that they ſhould really be tormented in He 
or their Sins to all Eternity; they cried till they could cry 
no longer, being very weak in Body, and convinced that 
hey. could not poſſibly with all their Cries help themſelves. 
The Work of God was very clear in bringing them to: 
Reſignation, or in working a Work of Humiliation in them; 
ſome of them were a longer and ſome a ſhorter Time in this 
Condition, before the Divine Light broke in upon thei 
dark and benighted Souls. (Thus the moſt ſtout-hearted 
Sinners will find themſelves obliged to fall under God 
When his ſharp Arrows come to ſtick faſt in their Hearts ;) 
but tho' they ceaſed crying for ſome Time, yet juſt before 
the Lord came to deliver them from the Power of Dark- 
neſs, and to tranflate them into the Kingdom of his deaf 
Son, they were made to cry more earneſtly to the Lord 
than ever, and the Lord enabled me to cry very earneſtly 
o him for them. My Soul was greatly diſtreſſed for them; 
could not reſt, nor give the Lord any Reſt, till he was 
raciouſly pleaſed to give Reſt to their Souls. On Friday 
7 Sch. of February) the Lord was pleaſed to open the Heart 
of one of the Girls, and to ſpeak Peace to her diſtrefſed 
Soul; And, as ſoon as ſhe was converted, ſhe beganto call 
upon others to come to, Chriſt. The Lord continued to 
Work, very pom pu among us from that Time; and, be- 
fore the Middle of March, I truſt that Five or Six moie 
f the Girls belonging to the Family were converted, one 
Boy, and a yung Man and Woman that we have hired to 
work for us. Many more of, the Children were at Times 
greatly affected, and cried very carneſtly after the Lord; 
fa one of our labouring Men (a por Scets, Highlander) 
las been labouring under the Burden of Sin, and heavy 
Jaden therewith, ſome Months ; He was ſo greatly diſtreſſed 
in Soul, and weak in Body, for ſome Weeks, that he wa: 
2 to ceaſe from common Labour : He complains 
much of, himſelf, 8 of Satan, that he holds him, and 
will not let him go. His long Bondage is a Trial for our 
Faith. v hope the Lord has given us Faith for him; and 
Hat we ſhall yet fee 2 great Prunkard praiſing the Lord. 
. od has indeed anſwered many of our Frayers ; Prayer, I 
think, has been the chief Means that God has worked by; 
moſt of the Children were delivered in Time of, or jul 
Alter Payer; And we could no more doubt (as to ſome 
* Elpecially) of their being raiſed. from, the Death of Sin, 
than if we had feen the dead Bodics pear ws ung gut of 
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the Grave. As we-ſtood round about, and ſaw them riſing 
ſuddenly from their Beds, and praiſing the Lord, we wers 
all amazed, and ready to fay, We never ſaw it os this 
Faſhion. Only one of the Girls was converted while (he 
was reading the Scriptures ; that was the young Datch 
Woman we had hired for a few Months. ny Thad 
teſpecting her were worthy of Notice. Tho' ſhe had no 
real Concern about her Soul when ſhe came here, yet the 
was very defirous of coming, and refuſed to go elſewhere, 
tho' ſhe might have had greater Wages, as ſhe ſaid. Her 
Friends had nothing to object againſt her coming to live 
with us, only our Religion, which I believe they know 
ſue of; for they made her promiſe not to join with aus 
Religion: And for ſome Months the cared little about it; 
and thought the Time we ſpent at Prayers, might be bettex 
ſpent at Work: And, after ſhe began to be concerned, ſhe 
was much afraid that her Friends would hear of it. Her 
Father was here, who had heard ſome of the Girls crying 
£97 ; he ſtrictly examined her whether ſhe had cried out; 
ut ſhe had not then: He told her, ſhe might go to Me 

ing or Church, and read her Teſtament ; but, if the crie 
out, be would be avenged on her, tho' he ſpilt her Blood. 
But, notwithſtanding all that could be faid unto hery it was 
not long before the cried out as the reſt has done; and 
continued crying ſome Days and Nights. One Day ons 
of the Girls that was converted a little before, was cams. 
forted by reading a Text of Scripture; and ſhe hearing of 
it, called her to come to her; and, when ſhe came, ſhg 
ſhewed her the Text in a French Teſtament, and ſhe found 
it in the Engliſi; the Wards were theſe, 1 Cor. iii. 2. Thaw 
ſed you with Milk, and not with Meat; for hitherta ye werg 
not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. Immediatey 
jy upon her reading of it, one of the little Girls came rune 
ning into my Room, and ſaid, O Mr. Barber ! Mary ſays 
e She feels ſo glad, that the cannot be ſorry for her Lite. 41 
When I went into the Chamber, ſhe was in the Midſt of 
the Room praiſing the Lord, ſaying, O praiſe the Lord, 
« praiſe the Lord every Body, praiſe the Lord far wel 
+ Why thould 1 be ſorry ? the Lord has had Mercy on 
“% a great Sinner, a poor wretched Sinner.” 1 — her 
about the Text of Scripture, what the ſaw in it. She ſaid 
'. She ſaw ſhe was a little Baby of the Lord Jeſus's, an 
5 that he was feeding of her with Milk. She ſaid, Wh 
„ they told her before how good Chriſt was, the coul 
not believe it; but wow, Way won't every Body ene 
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„ will love me to all Eternity.” 


to them that 


| [2 zncreaſe as it has done the laſt Year but the Lord knows 


.. 06 & .» 


1 to Chriſt? there is Room enough.” And ſhe ſpaks parti- 


cularly to one of our Labourers that was concerned, and 


 faid, Oh John / come to Chriſt, come to Chriſt, there is 
Room enough, there is Room enough; Oh he is gracious 


« and merciful!” After a while ſhe ſat down and ſpake 
ſweetly, ſaying, © Oh the Lord is come to Betheſda ! the 
Lord is building up his Tabernacle at Betheſda; The 
© Lord has loved me with an everlaſting Love, and he 
” Yea, ſhe ſpake much 
more than I can relate. And thus, while God was bringing 


in ſome, he did greatly revive and comfort other Souls a- 


mong us; for many Weeks together, many did rejoice in 


the Lord exceedingly ; and I truſt the Name of the Lord 


has been exalted among us, tho' not ſo big y as it ought. 
Oh! when ſhall we praiſe him as he would, and as he de- 
ſerves? Eternal Ages will be little enough to praiſe him in 


for what he has done for us. Oh praiſe him for us, all ye 
heavenly Hoſts! Praiſe him, my dear Brother, and call us 


all around you to join in this delightful Service. Amen 
and Amen. | th N | 
3 b 1 | June 21. 1743. 
WE above was wrote a few Days after Brother Ha- 
 berſpam and Grant, &c. went to Charleſtoun, from 
. whom you will hear; but as yet I have had no Opportu- 
tity of ſending to you. They are now returned richly 
laden with Proviſion for our Bodies; blefſed be the Lord, 
who continues to ſupply our daily Wants. I am ſome- 


times aſhamed to think how little Faith I had of God's 


providing for us here in the Wilderneſs, when I firſt came 
o Georgia, even tho' our Stores were then filled: Surely 
Godlineſs is profitable unto all Things, having Promiſe of the 
Life that now ig, and of that which ij to come. Bleſſed, 
thrice bleſſed and happy are. they who ſeek firſt the King- 
dom of God and his Righteouſneſs. God will give Grace 
and Glory, and withhold no good Thing from them that 
walk = coy All Things ſhall work together for Good 
hat love God, 'to the called according to his Pur- 

ſe: No Weapon formed againſt them ſhall proſper. 
od will cauſe even the very Wrath of his Enemies to 
raiſe him. I believe the Lord has got himſelf Glory, by 


* Tuffering our Enemies to rout us laſt Summer ; Methinks I 
could be willing to. be drove out again from our now 


peaceable and pleaſant Habitation, that our Happineſs might 


What 


Ws, 


. wy 2.2. 


63.) 
what is beſt for us. Betheſda has indeed been much more 
pleaſant to my Soul than ever; What can't our God do fox 
us? yea, what will he not do in his own Time for them 
that wait and look for him ? Wait for the Lord, wait for- 
the Lord, O my Soul, and hope in his Word; God will 


haſten his own Work in its Time, therefore ſhould we: 
not make haſte, but believe, and wait patiently, and cry 
earneſtly. I hope and truſt the Lord enables you to poſ- 
ſeſs your Soul in Patience; and that as your Work and 
Tribulations do increaſe, ſo your Strength and Conſolations 
do increaſe much more. © The eternal God is your Re- 
e fuge, and underneath are the everlaſting Arms; and*he 7? 
* ſhall thruſt out the Enemy from before thee: Surely 
there is none like unto your God, who rideth upon the 
Heaven in thy Help, and in his Excellency on the Sky. 
Happy art thou, O Whitefield ! The Lord bleſs you, the 
* Lord will bleſs the Houſe of Aaron. The poor Scot- 
tiſh Highlander, of whom 1 ſpake before, was in a few 
ays after brought out of Darkneſs into marvellous Light, 
to our abundant Joy and Satisfaction, having greatly long'd 
for his Converſion. He ſpake out God's everlaſting Love 
to his Soul very clearly, when the Lord had ſpoken Peace 
to him, and ſhed abroad his Love in his Heart. The 
Light broke in very gradually upon him, to what it has 
done upon ſome others : But, the ſecond and third Da 
after the Lord had ſpoken Peace to him, he was eyen fil 
led with Light, Love and Joy; he ran about from one to 
another, telling what the Lord had done for him; he ex- 
preſs'd his Joy in ſuch a Manner, as I ſhould not have won- 
dered if Strangers to God, and the Joys of the Holy Ghoſt, 
had accounted him mad. He has. had ſome Darkneſs fince, 
and Diſtreſs of Soul, but holds his Confidence. bravely ; 
May the Lord grant he may do it ſtedfaſtly to the End! 
He has lived with your Family eyer fince they have been 
at Betheſda, and now bleſſes God for it: It has been a Ju- 
bilee to his Soul; and he ſays he is willing, with all his 
Heart and Soul, to have his Ear nailed to the Door-poſt 
of your Houſe. Betheſda has indeed been a Houſe of 
Mercy, eſpecially to the poor ignorant Scots People that 
have come here; May the Lord grant it may be more ſo 
ſtill, as well as unto, all, others that come here! We have 
lately taken in Seven or Eight Children more into our Fa- 
mily, which, I believe, are prope Objects of Charity; 
Two of them are blind Boys: Tho' the Lord does not 
open the Eyes of their Bodies, yet he may in Time oy | 
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Bee was converted laſt (as 1 hayeReaſon to hope) 
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3 Exeter, October 29. 1743. 
Dear Sir, | 7 | 4 
HE above Letters came to Hand fince I wrote you, 

be pleaſed to communicate them to Friends; I am 
perſwaded they will give them Pleaſure: IJ hear there 
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ue many more ſweet Letters from Georgia, but as yet Gat 


are not ſent me. I am looking up ſenouſly to Jeſus Chri 
for Direction how to act. Some Friends fay, Go to Georgia; 
others, Stay in Eagland longer: I want to know what Jeſus 
Chriſt ſays. Continue, Dear Sir, to pray for 
A Fa Tour very affeftionate Friend and Servant, 
mt - 8 6. W —— d. 
N. B. The Aurbor of the Poſtſcript ob ſerving, that by Ober- 
bt he had not directly an{ſwer'd a Queſtion in the Ob- 
ſeckion propoſed P. 38. viz. Do you intend he (Mr. White- 
field) ſhould come back to Scotland and fleece us again? 
Fe aſſures his Readers, that he had neither ſeen nor —4 
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from Mr. Whitefield % a good many Moanths,. farther | 


* than that a common Friend: preſente Mr. Whitelield's 
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Service to him : Aud that he never was at all in Concert 


| with Mr. Whitefield con ceruing his Four neys or Foy ages, 


or any Thing whatſoever ; nor ever, was asked or offered 
im any Advice. And that, exrept what he ſets here in 


2 bis own Note ſubjoin d to Mr, Barber's Letters, he knows 
1 . 


£ nothing particularly about the Time Mr. e 
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rends to go to Georgia, or to any other Place. A 
he has not heard the leaſt Surmiſe of his returning to Scot: 
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land before he goes ta Georgia, 


5 | e3, the Author, ht * 
would be glad to ſee him her Ne that he intends | 
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